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Foreknowledge

From early childhood I was raised as a Christian. I went to a Catholic school 
as a young child, but my parents never ingrained me nor my sister with fervent 
religious character. My dad never forced us to attend church services and to not 
believe the preachers words bestowed on the masses, but rather to ask questions 
and seek our own truth. We also did not celebrate Christmas or Easter, we were  
raised to believe they were pagan holiday’s and had nothing to do with Jesus 
Christ. 

As a boy, his parents had joined 
a Christian cult known as Grace 
Communion International. There 
was an annual meeting in the 
mountains where their leader 
Herbert Armstrong would fly in 
via jet. My dad would explain in 
detail the loud sound it would 
make coming over the mountain 
pass. The same man, would be 
escorted via Cadillac from airport 
to the church service. 

In my late teens, I was bestowed 
theosophical pamphlets from 
the Academy of Scriptural 
Knowledge (ASK). Most of the pamphlets were written by Dr. Ernest L. Martin. 
Some of his works included The Divine Mandate for Human Government, The Use 
and Abuse of the Holy Scriptures, The Tithing Dilemma, and The Hoax of Modern 
Christian Commissions. I enjoyed these pamphlets because they questioned 
common convention with rational evidence that could be supported and further 
corroborated. From here on I observed religious factions as mere institutions 
incapable of change, held to their own doctrines and unwilling to question or 
look beyond what they were given. 

Eventually I would go on to pursue an associates degree in English. That path 
lead me through important eras of writing, such as the Romantic and Victorian 
eras which contained religious and mystical elements that I found fascinating 
simply because of the imagination and mysterious elements—the idea of more. 
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It was then that I discovered a slew of soon to be 
favorite authors of mine; Blake, Rumi, William 
Butler Yeats, both Percy and Mary Shelley to name 
a few. 
My final study was business, but the humanities 
courses I had taken fed my 
interests into the theosophical and philosophical. 
Leading me further into the study of theosophy was 
Dr. George Leonard of SFSU who opened up the 
idea of God and how we perceive the Most High. 
We had open discussions on Jesus and Eastern 
philosophy including the Tao Te Chin (The Way 
and It’s Power). 
The Philosophy of Science, with works including 
that of Emanuel Kant and John Tyndall, riddled my 
mind with further questions of reality.

Since then, there has been an endless search for 
truth. I knew that most of all that I sought would be self discovery. And so, this 
is my research on the origins of Christianity, the words of Christ, theosophical 
truths, the creation of Humanity, and the ancient unknown sources of esoteric 
occult knowledge. Never has it been easier to access information. Whether 
research online, online books,  articles, journals, blogs, videos, even physical 
books—the acquisition of knowledge is readily available for anyone willing to 
seek it out. And this is only a scratch on the surface.

I will make no claim that any of these discoveries are factually based, although 
there are some, everything is hearsay; that includes all annals of history, nothing 
can ever be truly proven and that is perfectly okay because we should question 
everything anyways. So, if there are naysayers, negative comments, or anyone 
claiming that I am liar, nothing I present is scientifically, academically, 
institutionally corroborated, etc. then I challenge you to present me with 
counterarguments. After all, that is how we reason, leaving no stone unturned, 
and how we evolve as a collective human race. Don’t fabricate claims without 
doing any research yourself. I’ve spent years developing these ideas and 
contemplating who we are, where humankind is going, and where we are from—
so if you are a seeker like myself, then seek that which seeks you. 

“History is a set of lies agreed upon”
-Napoleon Bonaparte

The Cross of Hendaye: a riddle 
that led me to Alchemy. 
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During the life span of Christ, the Roman republic was just beginning to enter its 
decline. In the years before his birth, the classical world, including Africa, the 
Middle East, Asia, Europe and British Isles, were aggregated under the Roman  
Empire by Julius Cesar. The Western conquerers annexed the province of Judea; 
which included Samaria, Idumea, Galilee, and Phoenicia. It was then declared a 
client kingdom of Rome. Client kingdoms existed to be taxed, supply resources 
for Romes population, create military allegiances, and if they couldn’t—woe to 
the conquered. 
Romans often took slaves, 
or ransomed the children 
of nobles if taxes could not 
be paid.
 
Hundreds of years prior 
to Caesars rule, Rome was 
a tiny city state along the 
Italian peninsula. From the 
8th century B.C. to its rise, 
Rome has always been a 
nation of war. Whether it 
was wars with the Sabines, 
the first Latin wars, and 
wars with the larger hill tribes to the North, the Samnites and Celts. Then came 
the first Punic war against Carthage. Much like the United States before both 
world wars, Rome had much to gain from a world on fire, especially if they were 
setting and controlling the flame.

After the conclusion of the Punic and Macedonian wars, the Romans had an 
influx of land, resources, loot, and most importantly—slaves. A mixture of all 
types of foreign people entering the Roman regions. The magnitude of slaves 
coming in created cheap labor, thus making the rich elite even wealthier as they 
now had slaves to do most of their farming and labor. Politicians such as the 
Gracchus brothers (2nd Century B.C.) foresaw the instability; witnessing foreign 
slaves working in place of free Roman citizens. They championed the cause of the 
people by demanding reforms directly to the public, and were both consequently 
assasinated by the senate in cold blood, the supporters and families were exiled 
or slain, and their bodies were thrown into the river denying them a proper 
funeral or a place to be mourned. 

Christianity: Origins & Rome

Gaius Gracchus fled to no avail. Committing suicide, his head 
was removed, and its weight was to be paid in gold by the 
Senate. 3,000 of his supporters were killed and thrown into the 
Tiber.  
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The following decades of Romes continued rise to power witnessed two civil 
wars, more factional executions, dictatorships, and ultimately conveyed to 
the young generation of Romans how power and wealth was to be attained. 
When Caesar was but a child, the first civil war erupted and with it political 
assassinations and a reformation of the constitution. The tyrant Lucius Cornelius 
Sulla Felix desired the execution of the young Caesar, having recognized the 
twinkle of ambition in his eyes. Romes greed for carnage and consumption was 
unmatched while political and judicial corruption was rampantly increasing.

As power and greed increased, the Roman mobs were kept poor and entertained 
by gladiatorial games. History podcaster Dan Carlin retells Will Durant’s 
description of what sort of events they presented to the crowds at the arena: 
“Animals might be merely paraded in bright and humorous colors. Usually 
however, they were made to fight one another, or with men, or they were hunted 

to death with arrows and 
javelins. In one day, under 
Nero, 400 tigers fought 
with bulls and elephants. 
On another day under 
Caligula, 400 bears were 
slain. At the dedication 
of the Coliseum, five 
thousand animals died. 
Claudius made a division 
of the praetorian guard 
fight panthers. Nero made 
them fight 400 bears 

and 300 lions. ” Animals were made to dance, do tricks, hunt, and be hunted. 
Those sentenced to die in the games were even at the whims of the suggestions 
spectators shouted out to executioners. The most common method of death was 
being mauled to death by animal. Other apocryphal accounts included women 
being forcibly raped by bulls before being put to death1.  

Gaius Julius Caesar was an overtly ambitious outlier in the whole Roman system. 
He was a cultured ruffian, a charming genius and was looked down upon by 
his elders for being so different. “Beware of that boy with the loose clothes,” the 
prior Dictator Sulla said, “in him goes a thousand Marius.” Having almost been 
executed by the previous civil wars, he climbed the political ranks, and eventually 
created the First Triumvirate, an informal secret alliance between Crassus, the 
wealthiest man in Rome, and Pompey the Great, one of the most successful 
military commanders of the time. Crassus and Pompey were both vying for the 
top seat in the republic, the consulship, which awarded the honor of marching 
off to war and gaining access to all the glory, wealth, and power that follows. 
They were sworn political enemies until the very clever Caesar arranged a pact 
between the three of them.

Early Christian persecutions and executions were made spectacles.
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When Pompey’s wife, who was also Caesars daughter, died, the triumvirate began 
to fall apart. There inevitably came Romes 2nd civil war between the two parties 
of Pompey and Caesar. After Caesars’ decisive victories against his political 
adversary’s, he declared himself dictator, and controlled much of the known 
world. After the assassination of his great uncle Caesar, Augustus became the 
first Emperor of Rome. He, along with Mark Antony and others, waged a series 
of civil wars against the assassins of Caesar, who were also senators and powerful 
elites of Rome. These events marked the end of the republic and the beginning of 
the shadow of its former self.

“They plunder, they slaughter, and they 
steal: this they falsely name Empire, and 

where they make a wasteland, they call it 
peace. “-Tacitus

Judaism was recognized as a legal religion under Julius Caesar between 45-40 
B.C. King Herod I was recognized by the Roman senate as the King of the Jews 
(Judea). According to Jack Miles, author of Christ: A Crisis in the Life of God 
(2001), Herod and his temple organization were the “work of a Roman puppet, 
an Idumaean married into a collaborationist Jewish clan.” The Jews were “an 
oppressed people living in an occupied land.”2 

Despite being a forced client of Rome, King Herod allied with them to quelle a 
common rise of influence stemming from one man. Jesus Christ was officially 
put to death at the request of the Pharisee through the Roman Empire. Followers 
of Christ were niche and few, often consisting of a mixture of humbled poorer 
Jews and Greeks. They were persecuted and hated for believing and following 
who the orthodox Jews took to be a false messiah. 

Pilate, finding no fault in Jesus, washed his hands with water before 
the rioting crowd and said “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see 
you to it.”
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“No friend ever served me, and no enemy 
ever wronged me, whom I have not repaid in 

full.”—Epitaph of Dictator Lucius Sulla 

A protomartyr of Christ 
named Stephanos (Greek for 
‘Crown/Wreath’ also ‘Reward/
Honor’) argued that Christ was 
upholding the Law of Moses 
in a speech to the Sanhedrin. 
During his speech, the crowd 
was unable to contain their 
anger much longer and took 
Stephanos to the streets where 
he was stoned to death. He died 
34 years after the passion of 
Christ. He was 29 years old. One 
of the witnesses of the event 
held jackets and garments of the 
wealthier 
citizens who threw the stones—
his name was Paul. 

After the death of Christ, Jesus 
himself became manifest to one 
of those aimlessly persecuting 
his followers. Paul, or Sauul, was a Jewish/Greek Roman citizen, he was not 
considered to be of the first 12 apostles and yet has been well renowned for 
spreading the word of Christ to gentiles (non Jews/Romans) and Jews alike. He 
was successful in spreading a religion of forgiveness and atonement through the 
death of one man, the son of God, so that our sins may be forgiven, and our souls 
be forever atoned in the heavens above.Sins of soldiers and citizens living in a 
nation of war and corruption, occupying foreign soils, enslaving and taxing the 
conquered.

“Although I am free in regard to all, I have made myself a slave to all so as to 
win over as many as possible. To the Jews I became a Jew to win over Jews; 

to those under the law I became like one under the law - though I myself am 
not under the law - to win over those under the law. To those outside the law 
I became like one outside the law. To the weak I became weak to win over the 
weak. I have become all things to all, to save at least some. All this I do for the 

sake of the gospel, so that I too may have a share in it.” 
— Paul (1 Cor 9:19-23; see also 1 Cor 10:33, Rom 15:1)

“Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not perse-
cute? They even killed those who predicted the coming 
of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and 
murdered him.” Stephanos [Acts 7:51-53] with Paul holding 
the garments.  
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It has been speculated that Peter and Paul traveled to Rome to create the early 
church, but there is no solid historical data. Peter, John the Apostle, and James 
the Just were considered the pillars of the early church. Because Jesus appeared 
to Peter first, he assumed leadership of the ecclesia of Jerusalem. Paul supported 
Peter in his apostleship, but Peter’s liberal adherence of Jewish law lost him 
influence. The more conservative James ‘the Just’ was then recognized as bishop 
of Jerusalem. Peter was said to be the first bishop of Rome, where he and Paul 
were to be martyred in 64 A.D. as a result of Neros persecutions. Early church 
tradition suggests that Peter asked to be crucified, head down. The Catholic, 
Eastern, and Oriental orthodoxy consider him the chief of the apostles. 

During Nero’s reign (54-68AD), he initially tolerated the Christians, only to
 aimlessly persecute them when the Great Fire of Rome burned for 9 days and 
destroyed much of the city. Nero had many Christians rounded up, tortured, 
and killed. They were a despised class in Rome, so it may have been a rather easy 
undertaking to blame them. It is rumored that Nero had set the fire himself to 
clear land for a new palace, but there are written accounts of him being miles 
away when the fire began. From Tacitus’ Annals [15.44]: The passage describes 
the great fire that burned Rome for 6 days under the reign of Nero in July of 64 
A.D. 

“Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted 
the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called 
Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, 
suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of 

one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous 
superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in 
Judæa, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things 

hideous and shameful from every part of the world find their centre and 
become popular. Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who pleaded 

guilty; then, upon their information, an immense multitude was convicted, 
not so much of the crime of firing the city, as of hatred against mankind. 

Mockery of every sort was added to their deaths. Covered with the skins of 
beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or 
were doomed to the flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination, 

when daylight had expired. Nero offered his gardens for the spectacle, and 
was exhibiting a show in the circus, while he mingled with the people in 

the dress of a charioteer or stood aloft on a car. Hence, even for criminals 
who deserved extreme and exemplary punishment, there arose a feeling of 

compassion; for it was not, as it seemed, for the public good, but to glut one 
man’s cruelty, that they were being destroyed.”3 
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Nero inherited great wealth as a child from the passing of his father. That same
inheritance was then taken by Caligula. Later Nero was adopted by Claudius, 
who eventually became emperor after the assassination of Caligula by his 
praetorian guard and other conspirators in the senate. Nero’s mother was 
rumored to have killed Claudius via poisonous mushrooms, and Nero became 
emperor at the early age of 17. He is rumored to have had his mother killed, 
being that she was known to be a vicious woman. It has also been speculated 
that he divorced and exiled his first wife for not producing him a child, all the 
while impregnating another woman. After the great fire, Nero built a large palace 
complex dubbed the “Golden House” that took up 1/3 of Rome. Speculation 
loomed primarily around the mysterious fire and the subsequent commissioning 
of a giant palace thereafter.

In 66 A.D, near the end of his reign, a Jewish revolt in Judea broke out and was 
quelled 4 years later with the destruction of the second Temple of Jerusalem. 
By this time Nero had already perished. Despised by the public and decreed 
an enemy of Rome by the senate, he fled the province and much like Gaius 
Gracchus, took his own life in 68 A.D at the age of 30. The conservative religious 
Romans of the times viewed Christianity as a grotesque religion, as rumors 
spread of the consumption of the blood and body of their God, now known 
as The Lords Supper. After further years of political assassinations, dethroned 
despots, and new ages of empiric heirs, another great purge of early Christianity 
came at the hands of emperor Diocletian, just before the arrival of emperor 
Constantine.

“Truly, any man be a fool who is surprised at 
anything in life.”-Marcus Aurelius 

Nero’s Torches by Henryk Siemiradzki
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Diocletian reigned from 284-305 A.D and served under emperor Carus as a 
cavalry commander. Carus mysteriously died on campaign in Persia and was 
rumored to have been assassinated. An assembly of tribunes and commanders 
proclaimed Diocletian as emperor, although Aper, a prefect and father in law to 
Carus, vied for the position. Aper would be blamed as a conspiritor and slain by 
Diocletian in front of the army for the assassination of Carus. Carinus, the son of 
Carus, proclaimed the position as emperor but was defeated in battle by 
Diocletian. It is believed that Carinus’ own soldiers killed him toward the end of 
the battle. Diocletian promoted his fellow officer Maximian as his co-emperor 
(Augustus), who was placed in command for the Western empire, and Diocletian 
to the East. 

After this unification of rule, another Roman commander named Carausius 
defected and self proclaimed the title Augustus. He stirred Britain and parts 
of Gaul into revolt against Diocletian and Maximian. Seven years after mak-
ing Maximian co-emperor, Galerius and Constantius were named Caesars (Jr. 
co-emperors). Galerius was the son in law to Diocletian and Constantius was son 
in law to Maximian. This “tetrarchy,” as it came to be known was much like the 
first triumvirate of Caesar, Pompey, and Crassus, consisting of a mutual benefit to 
a shared rule. Years later Carausius lost support and was defeated.

As Diocletian reigned, there came another wave of persecutions. While he and 
Galerius took part in a cleansing ritual, a priest unable to read the entrails of a 
sacrificed beast, blamed the Christians who occupied the imperial household. 
Military edicts were sent out by the emperors to sacrifice to Roman gods or face 
discharge. In 302 A.D Alexandria, now Egypt, was issued a grain dole, which 
sparked public unrest from the local Manichaeans. Diocletian ordered for the 
leaders of the religion to be burned alive along with their scriptures. Followers 
were to put to death by blade and their property confiscated. Diocletian person-
ally found the religion distasteful and corrupting of Roman virtues and moral 
ambitions. The same vehement was shared toward the Christians. Although 
known as the “Diocletian persecutions,” it is strongly documented by three 
separate sources that Galerius was pushing for a complete purge of Christians 
because of his personal strict religious conservatism.

Another oracle assembly was held and this time a priest foretold that impious 
Christians were inhibiting the ability of Apollo to provide advice—and so began 
a universal persecution. In 303 edicts were given to raze churches and places of 
worship, burn books, seize all property and forbid Christians to assemble. Only 
days later a fire broke out in the Roman palace for which a few eunuchs and 
Christians were blamed as collaborators. No evidence was found but executions 
were inevitable. A christian martyr named Peter Cubicularius was whipped, 
vinegar and salt were poured in his wounds, and he was slowly boiled to death. 
Executions of bishops and other christians continued for another month. In the 
East, Constantius and Maximian left Christians alone. 
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Diocletian had become ill and was reluctantly forced to resign by Galerius in 305. 
The Tetrarchy fell apart immediately as Galerius made attempts to gain complete 
power. Maximian and son Maxentius proclaimed themselves Caesars, along with 
Galerius, Constantine, Maximinus, and Licinius. For the first time there were 6 
emperors of the Roman empire. In 311 Galerius had also become too ill to 
command, and with his last act ended Christian persecutions.

In 310 Constantine, son of Con-
stantius, waged a civil war against 
his political rival and lawful cousin 
through marriage, Maximian. After 
having a revelatory dream the night 
of the great battle of Milvian bridge, 
he adopted one of the earliest symbols 
of Christogram on the shields of his 
soldiers to be victorious in battle. His 
Christian mother also supported this 
claim. Afterwards he was victorious 
against the army twice in size to his 
own. In 313 he created the edict of 
Milan, returning all church property, 
and adopted a universal tolerance of 
Christianity. Although Galerius ended 
the persecutions before his death, 
Constantine lawfully ended the perse-
cutions and legalized the religion. He 
promoted Christians to high office, 

gave privileges to clergy, and supported the early church financially.

In May of 324 the city of Byzantium was officially changed to Constantinople, 
also translated as “Constantine’s City.” The Church of the Holy Apostles was 
built on the site of the Temple of Aphrodite. Other major constructions of his 
included the Church of the Holy Sepulcher and Old St. Peters Basilica. In 321 he 
decreed Sunday as a day of rest for all citizens. Then in the same year the church 
began to have disagreements in trinitarian ideologies, and denounced a priest in 
Alexandria known as Arius who’s teachings were quickly spreading throughout 
the Mediterranean.Donatist’s believed that christian leaders must be faultless for 
their ministry to be effective—for prayers and sacraments to be valid. During 
the persecutions many christian leaders denounced their faith and gave up their 
scripture and sacred items to appease the persecutors. When the persecutions 
ended and those same leaders took up christianity once more, many in the 
community dubbed them ‘tratidors’ for reputing their faith and surrendering 
communal items to the Romans. Donatism refuted authority from any clergy 
who was a known sinner or tratidor.

Roman soldiers under the Chi Roh’ symbol
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This disorder within the church forced
Constantine to act, and from May 
to August in 325 the first Council of 
Nicaea aggregated all Christian writ-
ings, burned content deemed heretical, 
then  dispelled many issues regarding 
the   papacy and other theosophical 
concepts. The main disagreement being 
the relationship of the trinity. 

Arius preached a nontrinitarian concept 
that Jesus, although the son of God and 
also God the Father himself, was 
begotten at a point in time, and there-
fore is an entity like, but subordinate to 
the Father. Other concepts of the trinity 
included, homoousianism (same in be-
ing, same in essence), heteroousianism 
(the Son and Father are different in es-
sence and substance), homoiousianism 
(the son is like in essence to the father, 
but not necessarily him), homoeanism 

(Christ was like the father, but ultimately God is ineffable and  we are not meant 
to understand. Ultimately it was homoousianism that succeeded in becoming 
the chosen trinitarian concept. The early church fathers agreed that within the 
trinity, the Son, Holy Spirit, and Father are to be considered the same being, and 
therefore one did not exist without the other. In a sense, the holy trinity is one 
unit.    

“It is a stupid clemency that spares the conquered foe.”
—Epitaph of Constantine

The overall objective of the council was to reach a consensus and establish 
promulgation of law which resulted in the first Christian doctrine called the 
“Nicene Creed.” Constantine disliked the disruption and risk to societal stability 
within the varying sects of christendom. The idea was to create order through 
an orthodoxy, thus the role of the  newly established institutional church was to 
root out apocryphal hearsay and blasphemy, uphold the established doctrine, and 
promote unity through proper worship and dogma. And so the institution of the 
Roman Church was formally established and backed by a wealthy dominating 
governing body. In the following centuries other Christian sects and ideologies 
were conversely persecuted. Knowledge that did not fit the common consensus 
was eradicated, doctrines were burned, and wars were waged in the holy name of 
Jesus Christ. When Constantine died in 337, church disputes resumed.

Arius 256-336 A.D.
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Later to be known as the ‘Blasphemy of Sirmium’ by the orthodoxy, the second 
Council of Sirmium was held in 351. There it was recorded: “But since many 
persons are disturbed by questions concerning what is called in Latin substantia, 
but in Greek ousia, that is, to make it understood more exactly, as to ‘coessential,’ 
or what is called, ‘like-in-essence,’ there ought to be no mention of any of these 
at all, nor exposition of them in the Church, for this reason and for this consid-
eration, that in divine Scripture nothing is written about them, and that they 
are above men’s knowledge and above men’s understanding” Constantine’s son, 
Constantius II, assumed the title of emperor and was himself a believer in Arian-
ism. He progressively worked at undoing his fathers Nicene laws and promoted 
Arianism in the Eastern Empire. When he died, his son Constans I opposed 
Arianism.

With the establishment of Constantinople in 330, the Byzantine empire began. 
Although dubbed the “Roman East,” the Byzantine empire would last until its 
fall to the Ottoman Empire in 1453. The empire was riddled with coups, change 
of command, executions, assassinations, rebellions, and other generic insidious 
behaviors accustomed with Roman virtue. The Roman West slowly morphed into 
a Germanic-Roman state of Catholicism, where even Charlemagne, king of the 
Franks, ruled as Holy Roman Emperor from 800-814 as a convert of Christianity. 
The Eastern and Western empires began to slowly divide as the Islamic conquests 
of the Mediterranean began and disagreements furthered regarding the authority 
of the bishop of Rome.

The Western Roman empire became the Holy Roman Empire in 1254 and the 
orthodox church hierarchy took up the image of a divine patriarchy. In the later 
Middle Ages the Catholic church began to openly accept money for the divine 
absolution of punishment from sins as what became to be known as ‘indulgenc-
es.’ In the 15th century and Renaissance periods, Popes and Bishops controlled 
armies and waged personal wars for control and power over regional kingdoms. 

Although historical data is lacking, modern theologians and recent anthropo-
logical discoveries allow us a broader perspective of ancient times, Christianity, 
and who Jesus was. The christian community was diverse and spread throughout 
much of the ancient world. They blended and adopted other cultures, beliefs, and 
philosophies we would seldom recognize for Christianity today. 

“Perhaps people think that I have come to im-
pose peace upon the world. They do not know 

that I have come to impose conflicts upon 
the Earth: fire, sword, war.” 

—Jesus, The Gospel of Thomas
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Jesus Christ & Yeshua the Sage
“Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves;
be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.” 

— Jesus (Mathew 10:16)

Prior to the New Testament 
there were no direct mentions 
of Jesus Christ in the Old 
Testament, only references to a 
Jewish savior—a messiah that 
would bring salvation for his 
people. But what we find in the 
New Testament is a worldly 
Jesus who has come for the 
salvation of all mankind. Jesus 
in the flesh is a contradictory 
version of his Father, the Lord 
God Yahweh. He heals the sick 
and brings no judgement to 
those who have sinned.

“Jesus bore, ironically, the 
name of the greatest warrior 
of his people. That we call 
him Jesus is an accident of 
Latin translation. Iesous in the 
original Greek of the Gospels 
translates Hebrew yehoshua’ or 
yeshua’, alternate forms of the 
name Joshua, a name 
compounded of Hebrew words meaning ‘The Lord is salvation.”2 The name 
Yeshua has also been used in Hebrew historical texts to refer to other Joshuas 
recorded in Greek texts such as Jesus ben Ananias and Jesus ben Sira. Even in the 
film Passion of the Christ, which was filmed in Aramaic, the name Yeshua is used 
in reference to Jesus Christ. The only information we have on the life and death 
of Christ are detailed in the New Testament—and even so, modern theologians 
have found discrepancies in the canonical gospels. In 1993, a team of renowned 
and respected international academia’s banded together and 
meticulously debated what Jesus had actually said, and what was added after his 
death. They retranslated the four gospels, along with the Gospel of Thomas, and 
created a “Scholars Version”. The collective group was known as the Jesus Semi-
nar and they wrote The 5 Gospels: What Did Jesus Really Say?

The many faces of Christ. 
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“The Five Gospels has many authors. They have been trained in the best 
universities in North America and Europe. Together and singly, they first of all 
inventoried all the surviving ancient texts for words attributed to Jesus. They then 
examined those words in the several ancient languages in which they have been 
preserved. They produced a translation of all the gospels, known as the Scholars 

Version.”—Preface to The Five Gospels

The synoptic gospels also had many authors. In fact all original gospels circu-
lated anonymously. The canonical names we know now were given by the early 
church and in most cases are ‘pious wishes,’ according to the Jesus Seminar. Jesus’ 
first disciples likely did not remember the particular occasion of which a saying 
was first uttered and so they likely invented narratives and imported Jesus as 
an authoritative figure in some instances. The Documentary Hypothesis theory 
suggests there are many authors of the Bible, some having the same source, such 
as “Q”, others borrowing and building off one another. The “Q”, or Quelle, source 
theory was suggested by a German theologian who theorized there is a common 
unknown source that the four gospels borrow from. 

The Jesus Seminar found that the Gospel of Mark was attributed to John Mark, a 
companion of Paul (Acts 12:12, 25; 13:5, 15:36-41; Phlm 24; Col 4:10, 2 Tim 4:11), 
a cousin of Barnabas (Col 4:10) and perhaps an associate of Peter. Mathew is 
named the author of the first gospel by Papias, as reported by Eusebius.  Mathew 
may have another name of Levi, given to the tax collector in Mark 2:14 and Luke 
5:27 but who is also called Mathew in the following line Matt 9:9. Although the 
tradition is that Luke is a physician and companion of Paul, the Jesus Seminar 
found this “doubtful and fanciful.” John was composed by an anonymous author 
in the last decade of the first century. Irenaeus attribute the book to John of 
Zebedee, while others to John the elder, and some others to the actual disciple. 
The J.S. found it likely produced by a school of disciples in Syria.

The J.S. concluded that 82% of the words attributed to Jesus were not actually 
words spoken by him. And yet further, the Gospel of Mathew reproduces about 
90% of the Gospel of Mark and Luke reproduces about 50% of Mark. The Apostle 
Paul also created an overtly divine figure of Jesus by “smothering Jesus” and 
“Superimposing this heavenly figure on him.”4 Not to suggest Jesus was not 
divine, but rather to stimulate a figure that outreached the other canonical 
gospels. The early orthodox church then “..began to search the sacred writings or 
scriptures-which it seems to have known in Greek rather than Hebrew-for proof 
that Jesus was truly the messiah.”(JS).

Most of his true sayings identified by the J.S. are his parables. The evangelists 
occasionally borrowed from common lore, “the followers of Jesus borrowed 
freely from common wisdom and coined their own sayings and parables, which 
they then attributed to Jesus.” (JS) These were voted by the seminar to be the true 
words of Christ:



16

✴ “Pay the emperor what belongs to the emperor, and God what belongs to God.” 
(Mark 12:17; Mathew 22:21; Thomas 100:2-3)

✴ “Don’t react violently against the one who is evil: when someone slaps you in 
the right cheek, turn the other as well. When someone wants to take your shirt, 
let that person have your coat along with it. Further, when anyone conscripts 
you for one mile, go an extra mile. Give to the one who begs from you.” (Mathew 
5:39; Luke 6:29-30)

✴ “Love your enemies.” (Mathew 5:44; Luke 6:27)

✴ “Heavens imperial rule is like 
leaven which a woman took and 
concealed in fifty pounds of flower 
until it was leavened.” (Mathew 
13:33, Luke 13:20-21)

✴ “For heavens imperial rule is 
like a proprietor who went out first 
thing to hire workers…” (Mathew 
20:1-15) 

✴“Congratulations, you poor! Gods 
domain belongs to you. Congratu-
lations, you hungry! You will have 
a feast. Congratulations, you who 
weep now! You will laugh. (Luke 
6:20-21; Thomas 54:1)

✴ The story of the good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:30-35)

✴ The story of the shrewd manag-
er and his masters debtors. (Luke 
16:1-8) 

✴ “It’s like a mustard seed. It’s the smallest of all the seeds, but when it falls on 
prepared soil, it produces a large plant and becomes shelter for birds in the sky.” 
(Thomas 2-:2-4)

“Temet Nosce” 
[know thyself]-Yeshua
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If this is in fact the case, then there are actually less than four gospels.. The first 
5 books of the Old Testament are also the first 5 within the Torah, also known as 
the Pentateuch. They are attributed to Moses and dated to the 9th-5th century 
B.C. Not only did Christianity conflate the Pentateuch into the Bible, so did Islam 
with the Qur’an. The entirety of the Old Testament includes: 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel 1 
& 2, Kings 1 & 2, Chronicles 1 & 2, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, 
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechari-
ah, and Malachi. 

The New Testament was originally written in Koine Greek and includes the 
teachings and life of Jesus, as well as early Christian events and histories. It was 
formally canonized between 393-397 A.D. by the early church. The 27 books 
include:

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John (The Four Gospels), Acts, Romans, Corinthians 1 & 2, 
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians 1 & 2, Thessalonians, 
Timothy 1 & 2, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, Peter 1 & 2, John 1, 2, & 3, Jude, and 
Revelations.

The synoptic gospels, Mathew, Mark, and Luke, are referred to as ‘synoptic’       
because they display a common view of Jesus. However the Gospel of John gives 
a different representation of Christ as compared to the synoptic gospels:

The Synoptic Gospels:

1. Begins with John the Baptist/ birth 
& childhood stories.

2. Jesus is baptized by John.
3. Jesus speaks in parables and       

aphorisms.
4. Jesus is a sage.
5. Jesus is an exorcist.
6. God’s imperial rule is the theme of 

Jesus’ teaching.
7. Jesus has little to say about himself.
8. Jesus espouses the causes of the 

poor and oppressed.
9. The public ministry lasts one year.
10. The temple incident is late. 
11. Jesus eats last supper with his 

disciples.

The Gospel of John:

1. Begins with creation; no birth or 
childhood stories.

2. Baptism of Jesus presupposed but 
not mentioned.

3. Jesus speaks in long discourses.
4. Jesus is a philosopher and mystic.
5. Jesus performs no exorcisms. 
6. Jesus himself is the theme of his 

own teaching.
7. Jesus reflects extensively on his own 

mission and person.
8. Jesus has little or nothing to say 

about the poor and oppressed. 
9. The public ministry lasts three 

years.
10. The temple incident is early.
11. Foot washing replaces the last 

supper.
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Jesus was a laconic Sage. He did not initiate dialogue or debate, did not offer to 
cure people, and rarely spoke of himself in the first person. He made no claims 
to be anointed or a messiah. Jesus was actually quite reluctant to help, and even 
helped non Jews primarily. Paul cites an old hymn regarding Jesus: 

“[He] counted himself as nothing and took the form of a slave. He assumed 
human likeness, appeared in human form, humbled himself, and in obedience 
accepted death—even death on a cross.” 

The concept of Kenosis is ever present in Christ; he emptied himself of his divine 
nature, taking on a lower form in the material world. Many sayings of Christ 
showed his indifference to 
“human” affairs as his main 
spiritual mission still lingered. 
Jesus despised establishment 
and cherished community of 
all humanity. 

Although we may think of 
Christ as god incarnate, 
images of Jesus depict a light 
skinned beautiful man with 
long flowing hair dressed fine 
untouched garments. When 
in fact the ancient world was 
diverse, mixed, and aggregated 
by the Mediterranean Sea and 
the ability to travel by ship. 
The tribe of Dan was one of 
the Hellenized Jewish tribes 
that included Greeks and 
Hebrews. But by all accounts 
Jesus was most certainly 
born a Galilean Hebrew from 
Nazareth. 

There are many controversies 
about who Jesus was. He was at odds with the religious environment (specifically 
in matters such as fasting and sabbath observance), he didn’t really get along 
with his own family, his disciples were “dense, self-serving, stubborn—unable to 
fathom what he was really about.” (J.S.) To King Herod he was a troublemaker, to 
the Romans a mild political threat.
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As the Lord God incarnate, Jesus showed emotions. He shared many human 
qualities as he became frustrated, annoyed, or even angry with his own disciples 
and those that challenged his mission. 

•  “And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all those who were buying and 
selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the 
seats of those who were selling doves. And He said to them, “It is written, ‘My 
House shall be called a house of prayer;’ but you are making it a robber’s den.” 
(Mathew 21:12)

• “People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on 
them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant.” 
(Mark 10:13-14, NIV)

• As soon as Jesus was alone with the Twelve and those around Him, they 
asked Him about the parable. He replied, “The mystery of the kingdom of 
God has been given to you, but to those on the outside everything is expressed 
in parables, so that, ‘they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever 
hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be forgiven.’ 
Then Jesus said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? Then how will 
you understand any of the parables?” (Mark 4:10-13)

• After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him 
about this parable. “Are you so dull?” he asked. (Mark 7:17-18, NIV)

• Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked them: “Why are you talking about 
having no bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts hard-
ened? Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don’t you 
remember?” (Mark 8:17-18, NIV)

• “You unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? 
How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me.” (Mark 9:19, NIV)

• “Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them for 
their lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him 
after he had risen.” (Mark 16:12, NIV)

• “First I spoke with you in parables, and you did not understand. Now I am 
speaking with you openly, and you do not grasp it. Nevertheless, you were for 
me a parable among parables and a discourse among things revealed.” (The 
Secret Book of James)

• ”Woe to you who are in need of an advocate. Woe to you who stand in need 
of grace. Blessed will they be who have spoken out and acquired grace for 
themselves.” (The Secret Book of James)

• “Peter responded to these comments and said, “Sometimes you urge us on 
toward heaven’s kingdom, but at other times you turn us away, master. Some-
times you encourage us, draw us toward faith, and promise us life, but at other 
times you drive us away from heaven’s kingdom.” (The Secret Book of James)
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People from his hometown at one point even wanted to kill him. While in Naz-
areth, Jesus went to the temple and in front of a congregation recited a scripture 
from Elijah: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor.” (Isaiah 61:1, 2) The people are in shock and question who he is, 
asking if this is Josephs son. Jesus then goes on to mention how even in Elijah’s 
day there was leprosy, and yet the prophet Elijah healed only a Syrian man. The 
people of the synagogue became furious and tried to kill him. (Luke 4:28-30)

His own family thought Jesus was mentally ill. In Mark 3, Jesus is said to have 
lost his mind by his own kin. The scribes (physicians) that come to look at him 
exclaim he has been possessed by the devil.

“Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so 
that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. When his 
family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for 
they said, “He is out of his mind.” And the teachers of the 
law  who had come down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is 
possessed by Beelzebub! By the prince of demons he is driving 
out demons.” (Mark 3:20-22, NIV)

“Then Jesus told them, “A prophet is without 
honor only in his hometown, among his 

relatives, and in his own household.” (Mark 6:4)

Contrary to how we have perceived Jesus historically, there are many instances of 
him conflicting with the Lord. The worldly Jesus, as God incarnate,  presented in 
the New Testament is a different representation of the God Yahweh altogether. “It 
is the character of the adult Jesus that contrasts most strikingly with the character 
of God..” (JM) Yahweh has a conflicting relationship with the tribes of Israel. 
Although they are the chosen race among his children, he reflects extensively on 
their betrayal of him, often speaking in metaphor referencing them to adulterers 
and whores for worshipping and idolizing other deities than himself. Many of the 
old testament scriptures depict Yahweh as a war God of Israel who will spill the 
blood of his enemies-specifically non Israelite gentiles.

The origins of the name ‘Yahweh’ are largely unknown. Although the Jewish 
peoples were originally Canaanites, there is no reference to the name Yahweh 
within their pantheon. In the Bronze Age of mankind, between 3000-2000 B.C, 
the Canaanites were a nomadic tribe located in southern Levant. Other nations 
within the region of the near East at the time included Phoenicia, Israel, Philistia, 
Ammon, Tjeker, Geshur, Edom, and Moab. Most of these were Semitic speaking 
cultures with their own kingdoms, politics, and regional deities.
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The Israelites originally worshipped Yahweh alongside Ba’al, El, and Asherah; 
that is until El and Yahweh were conflated in the later iron age. In fact, the name 
‘Israel’ gives praise to the god El. But there is much speculation that even ‘El’ 
was a mistranslation; not meaning ‘Deity’ as the translators would believe, but 
being a mistranslation of ‘Al’ accordingly meaning the God Mithra, the Sun. 
Sir W. Drummond explains that ‘Beth-El’ means house of the Sun. “El, in the 
composition of these Canaanite names, does not signify Deus, but Sol,” says 
Drummond5 (Blavatsky). In Deuteronomy 32:8-9, El is referenced as the Most 
High who separates the nations, gives them boundaries, and ascribes deities to 
each—Yahweh receiving the nation of Israel. 

In the time of Judges, a 
monotheistic religion 
was consecrated with the 
conflation of both El and 
Yahweh.  In the 9th century 
B.C. YHWH becomes the 
sole creator of all things 
in the universe as well 
as a warrior God for the 
Judaic peoples in Judah 
and Israel. The ancient 
Hebrews then separate 
themselves from their 
former Canaanite heritage 
by condemning Ba’al 
worship and other practices 
such as worshipping the 
sun and other deities. These 
other powers and deities 
seem to have influence 
and provincial dominion, but the Lord claims ultimate dominion over them 
all, he simply tolerates them until their inevitable eradication. Southern Levant, 
or Canaan, is conquered by the Kingdoms of Judah and Israel by the early iron 
age (around 500 B.C). “Israel was brought into existence as a nation by an act of 
undisguised and, in fact, proudly proclaimed discrimination on the part of God. 
(Deut. 4:33-34,37-38)..he boasts of himself as by no means neutral but, on the 
contrary, openly and passionately discriminatory.” (JM)

 “It is one who is forgiven little who 
shows little love.” (Luke 7:47)
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When Christ is tempted by the devil in the desert, he is offered power and 
dominion of this world by Satan. “To you will I give all this power…for it has 
been handed over to me.” God has given the devil dominion over the Earth, as he 
has shown to give power to others before. “I by my great power and outstretched 
arm made the earth and the people and animals that are on the earth, and I 
give them to whom I please. Now I have handed all these countries over to 
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, my servant.” (Jer. 27:4-6) 

In the age of Christ, Rome is occasionally represented as the new Babylon—and 
the center of control Satan has claimed over this world. Not only did Rome 
exist as violent conquerors of the known world, they eventually transitioned 
to Christianity where they further oppressed other Christians for being 
‘unorthodox’ according to their canon. “..ecclesiastical corporations burned, 
hanged, and otherwise murdered every helpless victim…At the head of these 
three churches, pre-eminent stands the Church of Rome. Her hands are scarlet 
with the innocent blood of countless victims shed in the name of the Moloch-like 
divinity at the head of her creed.” (Blavatsky)

Although the Israelite’s are the Lord’s chosen people, he sometimes chooses other 
countries to be weapons of abuse against his kin. Assyria was also the “club of 
[his] anger, the cudgel of [his] rage” (Isa. 10:5) but when given to boasting the 
Lord threatens the Assyrians with ‘the light of Israel’ (Isa. 10:17). Jack Miles 
comments: “Babylonia defeated Assyria, Persia defeated Babylonia, Greece 
defeated Persia, and Rome Greece, but each time Israel simply changed hands as 
part of the spoils of war. Taking the gods of those nations to be, as in the Book 
of Daniel, demons with national assignments.” (Miles) In certain cases the Lord 
YHWH stands proud as the protector and warrior of Israel: 

“A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it [death] 
will not come near you…No disaster can overtake you, no plague come near 
your tent. He has commanded his angels to guard you wherever you go. They will 
bear you in their arms lest you strike your foot against a stone.” (Ps. 9:7-12) 

There is ample evidence of the biblical God YHWH indecisively punishing and 
redeeming his chosen people that even continues to this day. The chosen people 
of God are like children he continually punishes, but occasionally feels guilt for 
doing so. 

“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. The 
more I called them, the more they went from me; They kept sacrificing to the 
Baals, and burning incense to idols.” And so God “Let the sword rage against 
their cities, consume their limbs and devour their bonds.” But then God is filled 
with remorse and pity, “How can I give you up. O Ephraim! How can I hand you 
over, O Israel! My heart recoils within me, my pity stirs.” (Hos. 11:1-2, 5-6, 8-9)
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“The charm of 
knowledge would 

be small, were it not 
so much shame has 
to be overcome on 

the way to it.” 
—Friedrich Nietzsche

 Miles makes further connections of the biblical Lord YHWH and Jesus, “In 
Genesis 12 the Lord offers material incentives to Abraham (E.G. “I will make 
you a great nation” Gen 12:2), while Jesus offers none to Philip, Nathanael or 
others. So if Jesus is not the King of Israel, it is because he is more: He is Emperor 
of All Peoples.” (Miles) This could be reason for his conflict with the current 
religious environment. Jewish contemporaries were faulted by the Christians for 
failing to grasp that Jesus preached spiritual redemption, rather than the material 
redemption Yahweh had groomed them for. Throughout the Bible are numerous 
idealogical conflictions, especially the difference between the New Testament of 
Christ incarnate and the Old Testament Lord YHWH.
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• “Life for life, eye for eye, tooth and 
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn 
for burn, wound for wound, stroke for 
stroke.” (Exodus 21:22-25)

• “..for I the Lord thy God am a jealous 
God,” (KJV, Deut. 5:7)

• “You shall not let your cattle breed 
with a different kind; you shall not sow 
your field with two kinds of seed; nor 
shall you put on a woven garment made 
of two kinds of yarn.” (Leviticus 19:19)

• “But rather, you are to tear down their 
altars and smash their sacred pillars and 
cut down their Asherim for you shall 
not worship any other god, for Yahweh, 
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous 
God”—(Exodus 34:13-14; Oxford Study 
Bible)

• “..she had prostituted herself in the 
land of Egypt and lusted after their 
lovers, whose genitals were like those 
of donkeys and whose emission was 
like that of stallions.” (Ezekiel 23) On 
the whoring ways of the Two Sisters 
(Samaria and Israel)

• “The warriors captive will be taken 
back, and the tyrants prey set free. I 
myself will fight those who fight you, 
and I myself will save your children. 
I will make your oppressors eat their 
own flesh; they will be as drunk on their 
own blood as on new wine. And all 
flesh will know that I am YHWH, your 
savior, your redeemer, the mighty one 
of Jacob.” (Isa. 49:25-26) Regarding the 
mercenaries of Nebuchadnezzar and 
the Jewish tax collectors collecting for 
Babylon.

•  “Love your enemies.” (Mathew 5:44; 
Luke 6:27)

• “Don’t react violently against the one 
who is evil: when someone slaps you in 
the right cheek, turn the other as well. 
When someone wants to take your shirt, 
let that person have your coat along 
with it. Further, when anyone conscripts 
you for one mile, go an extra mile. Give 
to the one who begs from you.” (Mathew 
5:39; Luke 6:29-30)

• “Then the Jews started arguing among 
themselves: “How can this man give 
us his flesh to eat?” Jesus replied to 
them:… “whoever eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood has eternal life..Many 
of his erstwhile disciples went away 
and accompanied him no more.” (John 
6:25-66)

• “The scribes and Pharisee brought 
a woman who had been caught in the 
act of adultery.. “Let him among you 
who is without sin cast the first stone 
at her.” After the Pharisee left without 
condemning her. Jesus proclaimed 
“Neither do I condemn you. Be on your 
way, and from now on sin no more.” 
(John 8:2-11)

• “There were tax collectors [Romans or 
Jews in Roman employ], too, who came 
for baptism…Exact no more than the 
appointed rate. Some soldiers [Jewish 
mercenaries under Roman command 
and perhaps a Roman officer or two] 
questioned him as well: He told them 
“No intimidation! No extortion! Be 
satisfied with your pay.” (Luke 3:12-14)
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• “Rise up, O Hero! Lead off Thy 
captives, O Glorious One! Gather up Thy 
spoils, O Author of mighty deeds! Lay 
Thy hand on the neck of Thine enemies 
and Thy feet on the pile of the slain! 
Smite the nations, Thine adversaries and 
devour the flesh of the sinner with Thy 
sword!..Their kings shall serve you and all 
your oppressors shall bow down before 
you; they shall lick the dust of your feet…
Deck yourselves with glorious jewels and 
rule over the kingdoms of the nations! 
Sovereignty shall be to the Lord and 
everlasting dominion to Israel.” From The 
War Scroll

• “A star shall come out of Jacob, and a 
scepter shall rise out of Israel. He shall 
smite the temples of Moab and destroy 
all the children of Sheth. He shall rule out 
of Jacob and shall cause the survivors of 
the city to perish. The enemy shall be his 
possession and Israel shall accomplish 
mighty deeds.” (Num. 24:17-19)

• “You shall partake of the wealth of 
the nations, and in their riches you shall 
glory.” (Isa. 61:6)

• “The Lord shall make you abound 
in possessions:..You shall lend to many 
nations, yet borrow from none.” (Deut. 
28:11-12)

• “You will pay with your life for having 
set free a man who was under my curse of 
destruction. It will be your life for his life, 
and your people for his.” (1 Kings 20:42)

• “Beware! Lord Yahweh’s eyes are on the 
sinful kingdom. I shall wipe it off the face 
of the Earth!” (Amos 9:8)

• “He who utters the name of the Lord 
shall be put to death: All the congregation 
shall stone him.” (Lev. 24:16)

• “Don’t react violently against the one 
who is evil: when someone slaps you in 
the right cheek, turn the other as well. 
When someone wants to take your shirt, 
let that person have your coat along 
with it. Further, when anyone conscripts 
you for one mile, go an extra mile. Give 
to the one who begs from you.” (Mathew 
5:39; Luke 6:29-30)

• “The scribes and Pharisee brought 
a woman who had been caught in the 
act of adultery.. “Let him among you 
who is without sin cast the first stone 
at her.” After the Pharisee left without 
condemning her. Jesus proclaimed 
“Neither do I condemn you. Be on your 
way, and from now on sin no more.” 
(John 8:2-11)

• “Be merciful as your Father is 
merciful. Do not judge, and you will not 
be judged; do not condemn, and you 
will not be condemned; forgive, and 
you will be forgiven. Give and it will be 
given to you…because by the measure 
that you use will you be measured.” 
(Luke 6:36-38)

• “Noon has greater love than he who 
would lay down his life for his friends.” 
(John 15:13) 

• “and there he was, one like a son of 
man..To him was given dominion and 
glory and sovereignty, that all races, 
nations, and languages should serve 
him.” (Daniel 7:13-14)

• “For thus has God loved the world: he 
has given his only Son so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but 
may have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
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In Exodus, Moses is visited by Yahweh, who claims himself ‘slow to wrath’ as sins 
of parents are visited upon the third and fourth generations (Exodus 34:5-7). 
However, Miles contends that he is slow to wrath 

“The Lords actions speak much louder than his words. Between the Israel-
ites’ Exodus from Pharaoh’s Egypt and their entry into the promised land of 
Canaan, to consider only Israelites sinners and only that forty-year period, 
the Lord executes at least thirty thousand of them. He sees to it that three 
thousand are put to the sword after the episode of the golden calf in Exodus 
32. Later, in Numbers 16, he buries alive some 250 rebellious Levites and 
Reubenites, along with their wives, their children, and the other members of 
their households. Later still, the Lord fatally poisons an unstated but evidently 
larger number of Israelites when, angry over their complaints of hunger and 
thirst, he sends ‘fiery serpents’ against them (Num. 21) Finally, after Israelite 
men consort sexually with the priestesses of a Canaanite god, he slaughters 
twenty-four thousand (Num. 25)” (JM)

Yahweh also has a long-held grudge with Amalek, the first nation to attack Israel 
while being led out of Egypt by Moses. YHWH swore to Moses “Record this in 
writing, and recite it in Joshua’s hearing, that I will utterly wipe out the memory 

of Amalek from under heaven.” (Exodus 
17:14). The statement of genocidal 
vengeance was fulfilled by King Saul, 
sent by the Lord to “..crush Amalek. Put 
hum under a curse of total destruction, 
him and all that he possesses. Do not 
spare him, but slay man and woman, 
child and babe, ox and sheep, camel and 
ass.” (1 Sam. 15:2-3)

While the Father is unforgiving, 
wrathful, and teeming with anger 
towards his own creation, the son is 

merciful, pacifistic, and displays a Earthly altruism that is without nationality, 
race, or creed. Christ is as a ‘lamb’ and savior, for the sins of humanity. 
Humankinds original sin directly emanating from our fall from grace in 
paradise: the Garden of Eden. Our original sin is to be forgiven by God 
represented as the Son speaking himself aloud, as a human being in the flesh to 
suffer and die as a martyr to atone for our original sin. Of course the symbol of 
a lamb was confusing to the traditional Jewish patronage because lambs were 
sacrificed in the case of your menstruating wife/daughter, or because you had 
recently expelled semen. Even in Exodus 24, Moses fills basins with the blood 
of slain oxen and flings the blood over the heads of the masses. The practice of 
sacrifice has been part of the ancient cultures for many thousands of years.
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One of the universal themes within the Judeo faith is the suffering servant of 
God. Take for example Job who suffers at the hand of the Satan as a friendly 
competition between God and the fallen angel. The suffering servant in Isaiah 53 
is led to slaughter like the lamb, and could be a reference to the coming of Christ 
or the nation of Israel as the suffering servant of YHWH. Jack Miles theorizes 
that the sacrificing of the Lamb is traditional acknowledgment of the human 
condition as an experience of continued punishment.

“He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth. He was led 
like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so He 
did not open His mouth.” (Isaiah 53:7)

The suffering of Jesus was made universal to all of the world. Just as it is told in 
Luke of the man named Simeon who was overtaken by the Holy Spirit and it 
revealed to him that the Lords messiah was currently in his town. He goes in to 
the temple where baby Jesus is with his parents, he takes him in his arms saying 
“which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revolution to the 
Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.”(Luke 2:31, 32) The early evangelists 
made it known that Christ was a messiah for the world and the Jewish peoples. 
An idea diametrically opposite that of his Father, and Lord of his people and no 
one else. 

Early Christianity adopted the idea of the Judaic suffering servant and made it 
their own, as they did with many other cultures, philosophies, and religions. 
Written eye-witness accounts of Medieval executions manifested this conception 
of the suffering servant, but also created martyrs. During a breaking on the 
wheel execution, the person being executed could be singing biblical verses, 
sometimes alongside the crowd by exchanged verses. “It is so formalized when 
you read the rules..This is a celebration of both religious and secular authority.” 
Dan Carlin describes on his podcast episode Painfortainment. This backfired on 
the Orthodox Church because it also fulfilled the Christian idea of a “good death” 
and a heavenly afterlife. It was also for this reason thought of in reminiscence of 
Christ, who suffered on the cross by a secular authority: the State of Rome. 

The authoritative Papacy then begin to have conflicting interests as to what they 
want out of the executions. They do not want the condemned to be divined as a 
saint, but rather to be scorned as an example against what not to do in life. The 
priests who walked the condemned to the gallows often gave the impression that 
the accused was about to receive a heavenly afterlife. Later the church disallowed 
this occurrence, but reconciled to have the condemned read their last rites away 
from public eye.  
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Occasionally both the Jews and Christians suffered together. With the siege 
of Jerusalem came the destruction of the second temple by the Romans in 70 
A.D, leading to the scattering of Hebrews and Christians alike (known as the 
Diaspora). With no sacred homeland, both cultures spread throughout the 
Roman Empire and even beyond, fleeting to places such as Persia, Southern 
Europe, Asia Minor (Anatolia, Parthia), Antioch (ancient Greek city in now 
Turkey), Alexandria (Egypt), and eventually Rome. Before the secular authority 
of the church, early Christianity suffered at the hands of her Roman captors. They 
refused to worship Roman gods and even the emperors as gods. These Pagans, 
the first followers of Christ, thus congregated in underground caves, used secret 
symbols to communicate, and were equal among each other—both men and 
women.

“Know the world in 
yourself. Never look for 

yourself in the world. 
For this would be to 

project your illusion.” 
—Ancient Egyptian Proverb
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The death of Jesus incited a 
theosophical revolution. Many 
religious denominations that stemmed 
from Christianity sprouted up from 
the 1st century onward. A common 
Christogram used for early followers 
was that of the Ichthys, “sign of the 

fish.” Early Christians used this symbol to identify other Christians, as they were 
persecuted at the time. This symbol appeared sometime around the 2nd century. 
A.D.

The followers of Christianity similarly identified themselves with the symbol 
of the ‘Chi’Rho’ (pronounced ‘Kye Row’). It was the very symbol Constantine 
reportedly used on the shields of his soldiers prior to his battle against Maximian. 
The Greek ‘P’ and ‘X’ in this early christogram represents the first two letters of 
ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ translated Kristos, meaning anointed or blessed. The X represented 
the ‘Chi’ for Christos. According to Plato in an excerpt from Timaeus, two 
crossing lines around the world form the World Soul or Spiritus Mundi (the 
world collective conscious) like a X band. Similarly, Qi is also known as Chi or 
Ki, and is the circulating life force found in Chinese philosophy and medicine, 
the word means air, and to breath. 

The first wave of Christians are 
not what you would imagine. 
They were suspect members of  a 
secret society. They were most 
certainly hellenized culturally 
and Mediterranean, even Greek 
speaking—but most importantly 
they were Gnostics before they 
were Orthodox Christians. They 
recognized a Natural Law, sacred 
geometry, and cosmology. They had 
a pantheon of deities that made up 
physical creation along with realms 
above and below, and at the head 
of all creation The Most High—a 
unified House consisting of a Father, 
Mother, and a Son, which made 
the whole of the single source of all 
there is, the Godhead of the Monad.

The First Christians
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Gnostics were Neo-Platonic philosophers, magicians, and undoubtedly mystics. 
These various religious sects had varying conceptions of Christ as a savior, a 
healer, God incarnate, and others believed him to be a regular person. Princeton 
academic Elaine Pagels chronicles the Gnostics as such: 

“The Greek language distinguishes between scientific or reflective knowledge 
(“He knows mathematics”) and knowing through observation or experience 
(“He knows me”), which is gnosis. As the Gnostics use the term, we could 
translate it as “insight,” for gnosis involves an intuitive process of knowing 
oneself. And to know oneself, they claimed, is to know human nature and  
human destiny…to know oneself, at the deepest level, is simultaneously to 
know God; this is the secret of gnosis….self knowledge is knowledge of God; 
the self and the divine are identical.”

While Christ still lived, the classical world was very diverse culturally and 
intellectually. The great library of Alexandria 
was burned down by an escaping Caesar and 
Cleopatra, Egyptian and Greek occultists shared 
ancient traditions and secrets to an adept select 
few, and throughout the Mediterranean there lived 
many philosophers, mathematicians, alchemists, 
healers, witches, hierophants, priests and 
priestesses all possessing advanced metaphysical 
and theosophical knowledge we cannot even begin 
to fathom. Between 600-400 B.C the region of 
Iona was a hub of science and technology. Thales, 
Anaximander, and Theodorus of Samos were 
among the chief polymath renaissance men—a 
pillar among them stood Parmenides, whom even 
Plato admired and strived to become. Parmenides 
is said to be the one to have created the idea of 
metaphysics and logic itself. It is said that the whole 
history of western philosophy are just footnotes to 
Plato, while Plato’s entire philosophy is just a series 
of footnotes to Parmenides.

These great thinkers were Phocaeans and 
the inheritors of all great religions, art, and 
philosophies of antiquity. They were the 

intermediaries of the East and West as the Royal Road from the Persian Gulf, 
through Syria and Anatolia ended with them at the Mediterranean coast. Having 
regular contact with Egypt, Babylonia, Persia, and India, the Phocaeans were 
ancient seafaring ‘vikings’ that also colonized the regions of West Africa, France, 
England, and even Scotland.

Parminedes in The School of Athens.
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The same Phocaeans also spread their pagan 
ideologies throughout the ancient world, 
hundreds of years prior to the conquests of 
Rome. Such lead to the Druids of Scotland 
and the Eleusinian mysteries of Greece. It 
is important to mention these were ‘death 
cults’ and were fairly common practice 
among tribal societies since the beginning 
of time. Roman culture allowed the dead 
to be venerated through wax faces motifs 
molded from deceased ancestors and even 
underground funerary parties that involved 
pouring wine down a funnel to the head of 
the deceased in casket. It was not unordinary 

for night gatherings to be held in catacombs, nor were they exclusively Christian. 
Evidence of Greek celebrations such as the Dionysian Mysteries are prevalent in 
Rome—even ancient Hinduism had made its way into the underground crypts 
and catacombs under the guise of a Persian Mithra, who now permeates through 
modern culture today as Lady Liberty. However often they occurred, nighttime 
festivals such as the Roman Bacchanalia posed an institutional threat to the 
authorities as gatherings where participants drink insatiably to become the God 
of ecstasy would indeed be a threat to the sober rational minds of high office. 
After the cultural scourge of the early Church, these pagan mystery cults were 
wiped from history and their teachings absorbed.

The Christian purge eradicated, 
plundered, and buried almost all 
esoteric knowledge and teachings. So 
how is it we even come to know of their 
existence today? The Pagan Continuity 
Hypothesis suggests that many Pagan 
traditions were absorbed by uninitiated 
advancing societies that struggled with 
the mysterious concepts of ancient 
traditional beliefs. Brian Muraresku, 
author of The Immortality Key, searched 
for the origins of the Eucharist. While 
researching in Eleusis he found that 
many cultural pagan traditions were 
absorbed by the dominating institutions 
of human history. “Whatever they 
cannot extinguish…they keep. It’s a very 
clever technique.” (Kalliope Papangeli, 
chief excavator at Eleusis tells author 
Muraresku)

The Persian Mithra became popular with 
Roman legionaries.  

Mithra with the very familiar Liberty 
Cap, AKA the Phrygian cap.  
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The first recorded celebration of Christmas was dated December 25, 336 A.D. As 
Roman society celebrated Sol Invictus and Saturnalia around this time, the date 
was chosen to coincide with early Christians who had likened Jesus to the Sun 
and also celebrated the winter solstice. Sol Invictus, or “unconquered sun,” is a 
celebration of the God of the Sun dying only to rise victoriously again in the heat 
of summer. However, for some 300 years prior to this the Christians, as well as 
other mystery schools, were persecuted with impunity throughout the Roman 
Empire.

For many centuries the orthodox church 
has only provided what they wish the 
masses to know and understand, the Old 
Testament and the New Testament. But 
with recent archeological discoveries, 
the translation and publishing of newly 
discovered scriptures, we have been 
presently blessed with esoteric knowledge 
believed burned, buried, erased, lost or 
forgotten.

With the discovery of the Book of 
Thomas, attributed to Didymous (twin) 
Judas Thomas, came 114 new sayings and 
parables ascribed to Jesus. And because it 

was a sayings gospel, and did not account of his trial, death, resurrection, birth, 
nor the public ministry in Galilee or Judea, it was not recognized by the early 
Church and subsequently kept from the New Testament. The Gospel of Thomas 
has 47 lines to Mark, 40 to the Quelle source, 17 to Mathew, 4 to Luke, and 5 to 
John. Unfortunately for us the history of the Greek gospels is lost in time:  “From 
their creation in the first century until the discovery of the first copies of them 
at the beginning of the third, remains largely unknown.” (TJS) Earliest supposed 
dates for the Greek Gospels creation can be dated from 66 -110 C.E

All Men naturally 

desire to know. 
—Aristotle

Christ represented as the God Sol, Appollo, 
and Mithra in a catacomb. 
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The Nag Hammadi Scriptures were discovered in the 1970’s by a local villager 
who stumbled upon sealed jars in a hidden area of the Nag Hammadi desert 
of upper Egypt. His desire for treasure outweighed his fear of Djinn and so he 
smashed one open, revealing a collection of papyrus bound books. Theologians 
were finally able to compare and contrast new scriptures dating back to the years 
of Christ. Within these codices are 41 undiscovered writings on early Christian, 
Neoplatonic, Hermetic, Sethian, and Valentinian thought. Most of the texts can 
be dated back to the 2nd or 3rd centuries C.E. (101—299 years after Christ). 

Those who had buried the books are unknown, but there are indications that 
they may have been buried around 260-350 CE, coinciding with an edict from 
the Pachomian Monastic order (an Egyptian Coptic/ Roman Christian sect) in 
367 to eliminate all apocryphal writings from the libraries. These philosophical, 
theosophical, and alchemical teachings were gathered by a community who 
sought to preserve this knowledge. The edict came 42 years after the first Counsel 
of Nicaea. Irenaeus of Lyon, writing from 160 C.E, denounced passages from the 
Secret Book of John and specifically mentions the Gospel of Judas. Hippolytus, 
another early church writer from Rome, quotes opening lines from the Gospel of 
Thomas, other mentions include the Gospel of Truth. These alternative Gospels 
were seen as illegitimate by the Bishop Irenaeus: “the heretics say they have more 
gospels than there really are; but really, they really have no gospel which is not 
full of blasphemy.” (Against Heresies 3.11.9.) It is because of the title mentions 
we can affirm that there were many other Gospels in circulation, one such 
mention from the Bishop includes a rural Gallic Christian sect also practicing 
these alternative Gospels. Irenaeus went on to insist that there could only be 
Four Gospels because there are four corners of the universe, four principal 
winds, “there cannot be more than four gospels, nor fewer.” (Against Heresies). 
He further went on to ascribe Gnostics with dualists that believed the physical 
universe was created by an evil power, which in turn gave them a negative 
perception of the physical world and the creator of the material world. Much of 
the Gnostics were seen as heretical nihilists by the growing establishment that is 
the Church of Rome.

It is suspected that these texts were translated from Greek to Coptic by early 
Christian monks in Egypt who treasured them as sacred. Acting against the 
Archbishop of Alexandria, Athanasius, they collected, translated, and concealed 
the scriptures to protect themselves against certain heresy and preserve the 
ancient knowledge of which is undoubtedly a combination of a PreDynastic 
Egyptian (Hermetic), Greek (Neoplatonic), and of the earliest known Christian/
Gnostic teachings. The Jesus Seminar writes that the Nag Hammadi library is 
“related to a Christian gnostic sect that once thrived in Egypt.”

The Nag Hammadi Library
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Much of the Nag Hammadi contains secret revelations given to the apostles after 
the resurrection of Christ. These contain similar themes related to pre creation 
cosmic events, descriptions of angels, deities, heavenly realms of existence, 
and the creation of humanity and other deities. Considered holy by some and 
blasphemous by others, there are substantial differences between each scripture.

Christian Books include: 
The Prayer of the Apostle Paul, the Secret Book of James, the Gospel of Truth, the 
Secret Book of John, the Gospel of Thomas, the Holy Book of the Great Invisible 
Spirit, the Gospel of Philip, the Wisdom of Jesus Christ, the Dialogue of the Savior, 
the Revelation of Paul, the Revelation of Peter, the Gospel of Mary, and the Gospel 
of Judas. 

Whereas others include: 
The Nature of the Rulers, On the Origin of the World, Exegesis of the Soul, the 
Concept of Our Great Power, an excerpt from Plato’s Republic, Zostrianos, 
the Thought of Norea, the Interpretation of Knowledge, Allogenes the Stranger, 
Hypsiphrone, and the Three Forms of First Thought.

Although Gnostic theology varies in ascetic cultural customs and beliefs, there 
are a few shared concepts: 

1. The material world was created out of chaos and is ruled over by a lower 
level deity known as the architect. The physical world is flawed and 
imperfect. 

2. Humankind comes from a higher spiritual existence but we are currently 
imprisoned in bodies where we must suffer in the flesh. The material 
world is a false reality in which our spirits must awake from. 

3. Reincarnation and rebirth occur when the soul fails to grow in the 
physical; a return to the higher luminaries is the ultimate goal. 

4. Self-knowledge is knowledge of God; the Self and the Divine are 
identical.

Prior to the discovery of the Nag Hammadi, a German Scholar named Carl 
Reinhardt had purchased Coptic texts from a dealer in central Egypt in 1896. The 
Berlin Gnostic Codex consists of the Act of Peter, the Gospel of Mary, the Secret 
Book of John, and the Wisdom of Jesus Christ.

Varying other forms of Gnosticism include: Syrian-Egyptic Gnosticism 
(Hermeticism, Valentianism, Thomasine, Sethians, and Basilidians), Persian 
Gnosticism (Mandaeism, Sabians, Astati), Christian Gnosticism (Cerdonians, 
Lucianists, Simonians, Menandrians), Cainites, Angelici, Alogians, Secundians, 
Ophites, and Seleucians.
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Thomas Christianity
Thomas Christianity originally came into 
creation in early Christian Syria. The central 
figure is of course none other than Thomas, or 
Judas Thomas. He is also known as Didymous 
(Greek for ‘twin’) Judas Thomas being that he 
was considered Jesus’ twin brother. According 
to Mathew 13:55 and Mark 6:3, Jesus is said 
to have had several siblings, one of which 
was named Judas. Although James the ‘Just’ 
was Jesus’ revered brother who carried on 
after his death, in this sect of Christianity 
Thomas receives the better praise. Thomas 
became a patron saint of the Syrian Christian 
community and an apostle to the Parthians. 
Legend has it that Thomas journeyed off to 
India to preach where he was martyred. 

Jesus had four brothers. According to dialogue in Mark 6:3 it is mentioned 
that James, Joseph, Judas, and Simon are his siblings, along with some sisters. 
James the Just, carried on the name and teachings of Christ after his death. Yet 
James could have been only a half brother of Jesus, as insinuated in The Second 
Revelation of James. The author makes a note regarding the relationship between 
James and Jesus "..the relationship is unclear. It may be thought that Jesus is 
James's step brother, foster brother, or cousin." (Wolf-Peter Funk, NHS):

• For not without reason have I called you my brother, though you are not 
physically my brother. I know you well.”—Jesus to James, The First Revelation 
of James

• "One of the priests told it to Theudas, the father of this just man, since he 
was a relative of his. He said, hurry and come with Mary your wife and your 
relatives…" The Second Revelation of James 44,16

• "Don't be afraid, my son, because he said to you, "My brother." You were 
bother nourished with the same milk. That is why he says to me, “My 
mother.” He is not a stranger to us; he is your stepbrother.” (The Second 
Revelation of James, 50,4-51,13)

• "Your father is not my Father, but my Father has become a father to you.” 
[Could also be in reference to the Heavenly Father](The Second Revelation 
of James, 51,14-54,15) 

• “Do not cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I have not yet ascended to the Father. 
But go and tell My brothers, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, 
to My God and your God.”  (John 20:17)

St. Thomas "Didymous" Judas
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“Here Theudas is said to be the husband of Mary and the father of James. It is 
conceivable that a Theudas is envisioned as the second husband of Mary, after 
Joseph. According to the Protevangelium of James, Joseph was already an old 
man at the time of the birth of Jesus, and it may be imagined that he died shortly 
thereafter.” In some cases, like the Gospel of John, Thomas is known for his 
lacChrist. But in saying 13 of the Gospel of Thomas he has the most insight into 
who Jesus actually is, unlike the assumed Simon Peter or Mathew. The scripture 
was likely composed in the vicinity of Edessa or Syria, although fragments have 
also been found in Egypt. The GoT are simply sayings from Jesus,  it does not 
detail his life. It is suggested that Thomas’ mystical lessons on self knowledge 
came to the attention of the famed preacher of Valentius of Alexandria, who is 
also the founder of the Valentinian school of gnostic thought and the speculated 
author of the Gospel of Truth.

Here are some intruiging words from Jesus in the Book of Thomas: 

• "Do not lie, and do not do what you hate,"
• "If you fast, you will bring sin upon yourselves,"
• "Perhaps people think that I have come to impose peace upon the world. They do not 

know that I have come to impose conflicts upon the Earth: fire, sword, war."
• "If the owner of a house knows that a thief is coming, he will be on guard before the 

thief arrives and will not let the thief break into the house of his estate and steal his 
possessions. As for you, then, be on guard against the world. Arm yourselves with 
great strength, or the robbers might find a way to get to you, for the trouble you 
expect will come."

• "The Pharisees and the scholars have taken the keys of knowledge and have hidden 
them. They have not entered, nor have they allowed those who want to enter to do so. 
As for you, be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves." (Similarly found in the 
Gospels)

• "Whoever does not hate father and mother as I do cannot be a disciple of me, and 
whoever does not love father and mother as i do cannot be a disciple of me. For my 
mother gave me falsehood, but my true mother gave me life." [Comparably Mathew 
10:37, Luke 14:26, Mark 8:43] 

• "Blessed are you when you are hated and persecuted, and no place will be found, 
where you have been persecuted."

• "Blessed is the womb that has not conceived and the breasts that have not given 
milk."

• "Let one who has become wealthy reign, and let one who has power renounce it." 
• "If you have money, do not lend it at interest. Rather, give it to someone from whom 

you will not get it back."
• "The Father's kingdom is like a person who wanted to put someone powerful to 

death. While at home he drew his sword and thrust it into the wall to find out 
whether his hand would go in. Then he killed the powerful one."

• "Whoever knows the father and the mother will be called the child of a whore."
• "The Kingdom is like a person who had a treasure hidden in his field but did not 

know it. And when he died, he left it to his son. The son did not know about it. He 
took over the field and sold it. The buyer went plowing, discovered the treasure, and 
began to lend money at interest to whomever he wished."
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Sethian Gnosticism 

Although referred to as “Sethian 
Gnosticism,” followers never referred to 
themselves as Sethians. They did refer to 
themselves as a separate part of humanity 
known as the Great Generation, 
Strangers, Another Kind, the Immovable, 
the Incorruptible Race, the Seed of Seth, 
the Living and Immovable Race, the 
Children of Seth, the Holy Seed of Seth, 
and Those Who Are Worthy. Most of the 
writings seemed to play on the seed of 
Seth as “another seed” entirely. Adams 
third born Seth was given the status 
of ‘restorer’ as he resembled Adam in 
likeness and was to redeem the authentic 
image of Adam prior to the Fall.

‘And Adam knew his wife again, and 
she bore a son and called his name Seth, 
for she said, “God has appointed for 
me another seed…(Genesis 4:25) When 
Adam had lived a hundred and thirty 
years, he became the father of a son in his 
own likeness, after his image…’(Genesis 
5:3)

Sethian treatise from the Nag Hammadi 
include the Secret Book of John, Nature 

of the Rulers, Holy Book of the Great Invisible Spirit (AKA the Egyptian Gospel), 
Revelation of Adam, Three Steles of Seth, Zostrianos, Melchizedek, Thought of 
Norea, Marsanes, Allogenes the Stranger, the Gospel of Judas and Three Forms of 
First Thought. 

Seth plays a role of Savior in this case, representing the Child (Autogenes/the self 
generated/Jesus). The Mother is a female principle named Barbelo and the Father 
is represented as the Great Invisible Spirit. Four Luminaries (aeons/realms) 
Harmozel, Oroiael, Daveithai, and Eleleth are thereafter created. In one of these 
lower realms, a divine feminine being, known as Sophia (Wisdom), conceives an 
independent thought of her own, a son without consent from the higher realms, 
resulting in the creation of the Architect. He and his demons are the rulers of the 
material universe and try to destroy the generations of Seth by flood and fire but 
are thwarted by the intervention of the Mother, Barbelo. 
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Sethian Gnosticism has roots 
in the Jewish function of 
Sophia, the Divine Wisdom, 
whom the Jews personified 
as the instrument by which 
God creates, nourishes, and 
enlightens the world (Proverbs 
1-8; Sirach 24; Wisdom of 
Solomon 7). Barbelo is also 
often referred to as Pronoia 
or Protennoia, meaning First 
Thought. This divine entity 
acts as the ultimate savior 
who appears at pinnacle 
moments for primordial 
mankind. She appears first 
as spiritual Eve/Epinoia/Zoe 
who awakens Adam from his 
‘sleep’ and provides him with 
self knowledge of his divine nature. Adams third son Seth is the preserver of 
this genome that is within mankind to ensure humans have knowledge of our 
divine spiritual selves despite the archons attempts to suppress our divine being. 
Salvation arrives when we are awakened and have knowledge of our fallen divine 
selves here in this lower physical plane of existence.

The Sethian treatises are divided into two forms of attaining salvation or 
enlightenment. One group of sayings (Secret Book of John, Revelation of Adam, 
Holy Book, Three Forms of First Thought, Gospel of Judas) believe salvation 
occurs through successive descents of saviors into the physical in which 
humankind may be rectified through Christ, Seth, or the Mother. The other form 
of salvation occurs through meditative/contemplative mental accent into higher 
levels of being, and even those beyond being itself. Gnostics were to enter these 
meditative trances either alone or in audience of other adepts.  The awakening 
and knowledge of the divine self are the road to salvation. 

Textual independencies exist within Sethian treatise such as the shifting of blame 
from Sophia to the Fourth Luminary Eleleth. The negative lower level theologies 
“seem to be extracted from a Middle Platonic treatise or commentary on the first 
hypothesis of Plato’s Parmenides.”6 It seems that parts of Zostrianos, as well as 
Marius Victorinus’s Against Arius, share a common negative theological source 
that is “likely pre-Plotinian.”6 (Turner) Many Sethian texts contain allusions to 
rituals, most notably the baptismal rite the Five Seals, however they could also 
reference mystical experiences.
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Valentinianism:
Founded by Valentius around 
140 AD, the Valentinian’s were 
considered the most successful 
Gnostic sects. Even Irenaeus of 
Lyon regarded them as the most 
dangerous of all heretics. Followers 
would go on to exist even until the 
4th century in parts of the Eastern 
Roman Empire where by that time 
they were victims of persecutions. 
Prominent Valentinian leaders 
include Heracleon, Ptolemy, 
Marcus “the Magician”, Axionicus, 

and Theodotus. Clement of Alexandria, an early Christian theologian and 
philosopher in Egypt, informs us that Valentius was taught by Theudas, a disciple 
of Paul. Valentius had hopes of becoming a bishop with the early Orthodox 
Church, but passed on the position and broke from the patriarchy. 

“Valentinian theology can be described as the earliest attempt to formulate 
a comprehensively theoretical interpretation of Christianity”6 says Einar 
Thomassen in the epilogue of the Marvin Meyer edition of the Nag Hammadi 
Scriptures. The Valentinian’s created a clear distinction between the physical and 
divine Savior, separating the son into the spiritual, psychical, and material; which 
is also in conjunction with the spirit, mind, and body of Christ. Jesus descended 
into a physical body, his spirit was already redeemed and divine, but his Earthly 
psyche was to be transcended beyond that of humanities.   

Just as in Neoplatonism, the Valentinian’s believed the ineffable source of God 
emanated a creator architect who fashioned the flawed material world along with 
mankind. This was a monotheistic faith that had many lower levels, or aeons/
dimensions,  of existence—all of which stemming from a single source. 

The proto-orthodox church clashed with many early Christian sects. The word 
Church itself derives from Ecclesia, its original meaning was ‘assembly’ or 
‘community’—the early followers of Christ discussed and made decisions as 
a collective, rather than a single authority. Naturally the Church began to feel 
threatened by others who had gone their own way. The institutional church 
preaches that salvation is found by simply accepting Christ and joining their 
Church masses. The Valentian’s preached that salvation was found within by 
achieving gnosis, or divine knowingness. They referenced themselves as true 
Christians, and so the instiution denounced them as heretics.

Pompey's Pillar, constructed by Diocletian 298-302 
AD in Alexandria, Egypt; stands adjacent the ruins of 
the temple of Serapis. 
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Manichaeism:
Persia was a region with profound exposure to many world religions such as 
the Brahmic, Judaic, Christian, Gnostic, and Buddhist teachings all came to 
meld into the theosophical movement known as Manichaeism. Their concept 
on dualism was very similar to that of Zoroastrianism and Gnosticism. Jesus 
plays a central role as a divine savior who descended from the spiritual aeon 
to bring mankind salvation. Founded by Syrian prophet Mani (216-274 A.D), 
Manichaeism was a Gnostic dualistic theogony between the spiritual realm of 
light and material world of darkness. Life in the material is the battleground from 
which the forces of light and darkness battle for the souls of mankind. In the 
beginning there was only light and darkness in two separate realms, the darkness 
became greedy and attacked the light. The Father of Greatness called on the 
Mother of Life to defend against the darkness who sends her son Original Man to 
help but he is consumed with his 5 shields of light (5 elements) by darkness. The 
Father, along with Living Spirit, the Mother, and his 5 Sons, create  the universe 
from the bodies of the evil beings from the world of darkness. With the light 
trapped inside them they are able to create stars and planets, 10 heavens and 8 
Earths. The Father continually sends light beings to the darkness to stir sexual 
arousal of greed so that they may swallow up as much light as they can, resulting 
in the copulation and production of Adam and Eve. The continuing copulation 
further creates Fallen Angels (giants/Nephilim). The Father of Greatness sends 
Radiant Jesus to enlighten Adam and Eve to the eternal light within them but 
they eventually copulate and create more human beings, trapping mankind in 
material darkness. Just as in Gnosticism, the material world of creation is flawed 
and not consensual with the heavens. The opposing forces of darkness take from 

the world of light, just as in 
Gnosticism where Sophia creates 
without consent from the higher 
realms. Mani was revered as 
the final prophet/Messiah after 
Zoroaster, Buddha, and Jesus.

Jesus in Manichaeism existed 
in multiple forms: Jesus the 
Luminous, Jesus the Messiah, 
and the Suffering Jesus. Jesus 
the Luminous was the spiritual 

enlightener of mankind who came to Adam and Eve to reveal Divine Truths. 
Jesus the Messiah was the historical Jesus who was the prophet of the Jews, 
however this interpretation of Jesus never experienced a human birth as he was 
a wholly divine being—the virgin birth of Christ was considered an obscenity to 
the Manichaeans as they considered physical birth unholy. The followers of Mani 
suffered the same fate as the early Gnostic Christians from all parts of the world.

A Manichean depiction of the Tree of Life. 
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Zoroastrianism:
Zoroaster, or Zarathustra, was a Persian 
Messiah that preexisted Buddha, Mohamed, 
and Christ sometime around (628-551 BC). 
The Zoroastrian religion is a monotheistic 
religion based on the worship of “Ahura-
Mazda,” or “All Knowing Lord.,” whom no 
form, shape, or color is given to. As architect 
and ruler of the universe, he rewards the good 
and punishes the wicked. Zoroastrianism is 
based on three core concepts:

1. Good thoughts. 
2. Good words. 
3. Good deeds.

Islam has borrowed practices such as praying 
five times a day and washing themselves 
three times before prayer. Conversely in 
Christianity, Jesus was visited by three ‘wise 
men,’ or Magi, that were Zoroastrian Priests. 
However, unlike other religions fasting is 
condemned as a foolish act—it was perceived to injure the body. Other sins and 
abominations include the fly Skaitya which stings and kills cattle, corn eating 
ants, atheism, refilling the virgin Earth by burying corpses, burning a corpse, 
witchcraft and wizardry,  illness of women, and excessive heat and cold. 

Although Zoroaster was a messiah predating Christ, he was not popularized as 
much and yet represented Jesus in many ways. Although he was not depicted as 
the son of God, Zarathustra carried a Christ like personage, he disappeared to 
other realms only to return and reveal metaphysical secrets, he spoke of angels, 
a final judgement, resurrection, and a heaven and hell. Because the religion 
predated Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, it is believed that the Bible borrows 
these aforementioned concepts. 

The Persian mysteries and the Rites of Mithras also are in connection to 
Zarathustra himself. Porphyry states that Zoroaster was the first to consecrate a 
cave a sacred place to worship because it is symbolic of the Earth and the lower 
world.⁹ Blavatsky states that “some modern authors were bent on proving that 
Zoroaster was the founder of magic, because he was the founder of the Magian 
religion. Ammianus Marcellinus, Arnobius, Pliny, and other ancient historians 
demonstrated conclusively that he was but a reformer of Magic as practiced by 
the Chaldeans and Egyptians.”5 

Zarathustra. 
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Hermeticism:
The Corpus Hermeticum is a 
series of teachings ascribed to 
Hermes Trismegistus, the Greek 
version of the Egyptian God 
Thoth. The ancient Hermeticist’s 
were either Greeks living in 
Egypt, or conversely Egyptians 
who were culturally Hellenized, 
or perhaps even a combination 
of the two.  “These men were, 
some of them certainly, and 
probably almost all, Egyptians 
by race, though Greek by 
education.”7 Walter Scott dates 
the authors anywhere between 
100 B.C. to 270 A.D, but he 
eventually narrows it down to 
the 3rd century after Christ, 
although some texts may be 
older. 

“Little known and almost 
solitary thinkers, came to 
choose Hermes Trismegistus as 
the name best suited for their 
purpose, and in their writings gave out as taught by Hermes what was really 
their own teaching.”7 Scott is apocryphal when it comes to the origins of these 
teachings by suggesting that some of the authors may have attributed the name of 
Hermes to gain notoriety, although the name Hermes does not dictate a specific 
personage. He goes on to imply that these small circles of philosophers could 
have passed writings outside of their circle to people who believed the teachings 
to be of the secret Egyptian cults translated into Greek.

However, we find little mention of this cultural religious environment, aside 
from theological names ascribed to student and teacher. Scott explains it “may be 
possible that what the writer says was suggested to him by phrases that were in 
use in the Egyptian cults.”7 For example, the saying ‘God is self-generated, God is 
hidden, nameless, yet innumerably named; that God is bisexual, is life, the source 
and author of all life.’ Much like Islam, God has no name, yet has many names; 
He is so far beyond human comprehension it is utterly unreachable, and yet 
simultaneously everything. 

Thoth, Thotme, Djehuti-- the Egyptian God of the Moon. 
God of wisdom, magic, writing, science art, and 
hieroglyphs. 
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Scott continues by detailing the source of their ideas; “the influence of Plato 
is manifest in almost every page. Most of the Hermeticist’s were probably not 
much given to reading,”7 implying they relied on discussion rather than books 
for teaching, and yet they somehow imbedded Plato’s own teaching with a 
modified Stoic touch. “Knowledge of the beginning of the Book of Genesis is 
clearly shown.”7 However there is nothing derived from Christianity, no mention 
of a Savior. Hermes acts as a man, a teacher. In Asclepius Lat. III (also Corp. IX) 
there is mention of Christianity, but in the form of a deadly enemy, foreseeing its 
victory over the Pagan cults "with intense distress and horror." He continues, “the 
Hermeticist’s in general appear to have considered Christianity either a thing too 
hateful to be spoken of, or a thing too contemptible to be worth mention.”7

Another version of the Corpus 
Hermeticum was translated by G R S 
Mead, although the translation came 
with great scrutiny at the time. Mead 
was a member of the Theosophical 
Society and was a close associate of 
Helena Blavatsky. His translations were 
considered the best in English, while 
those of Walter Scott were labeled 
useless, they distort the texts severely, 
and were part of a new criticism of 
the times. Greer points out again the 
unknown authors are in Egypt sometime 
before the end of the 3rd century. 
“This literature came out of the same 
religious and philosophical ferment that 
produced Neoplatonism, Christianity, 
and the diverse collection of teachings 
usually lumped together under the gabe 
of Gnosticism;”8 There are obvious  

historical connections and common themes linking these traditions that melded 
together in the classical world.

The Corpus Hermeticum consisted of a number of treaties aggregated into one 
volume during the Byzantine era. Later, it is known Lorenzo de Medici would 
land himself a copy in 15th century Italy. “The Hermetic philosophy was seen 
as a primordial wisdom tradition, identified with the ‘wisdom of the Egyptians’ 
mentioned in Exodus and lauded in Platonic dialogues such as Timaeus.”8 
Plato is known to have been taught in Egypt, in fact it was very common for 
the philosophers and mathematicians of ancient Greece to make an educational 
pilgrimage to Egypt.

Hermes Trismegistus, as the Greek version of 
Thoth.  
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In Hermeticism there is no mention of a malicious Demiurge, divine seed of 
Seth, and no Christ savior. The hermetic teachings are primarily philosophical, 
theosophical, and metaphysical explanations given through dialogues. Creation 
stories, etymologies, and cosmological revelations are taught from master to 
student. Similar to Gnostic thought, the Hermeticist’s believed the material world 
was a lower creation, a place souls are reborn into for not completing the ‘contest 
of life’ and recognizing their higher spiritual path. 

“And he who has recognized himself has entered into that Good which is 
above all being; but he who, being led astray by carnal desire, has set his af-
fection on the body, continues wandering in the darkness of the sense-world, 
suffering the lot of death.” -Poimandres to Hermes Trismesgistus  (Corpus 
Hermitcum: Libellus I)

Similar to Gnosticism, there are 7 lords of material creation, each having its 
relation to a planet, a zodiac, a color, and legions of their own. “Another body 
of literature attributed to Hermes Trismegistus was made up of astrological, 
alchemical, and magical texts” (Greer) in reference to Poemandres, the Shepard 
of Men, Greer continues, “the seven rulers are the archons of the seven planets, 
which also appear in Plato’s Timaeus (and Gnosticism). Their role is an oddly 
ambivalent one, power of Harmony who are nonetheless the source of humanity’s 
tendencies to evil.” In the Hermetic dialogue the archons appear somewhat 
ambiguous to the progress of mankind. They seem to both inhibit man from 
progressing, distracting us with illusions and carnal desires while simultaneously 
entreating those seeking divine realities.

All things belong to the gods; 
the gods are friends to wise 

persons; all things are common 
amongst friends;therefore all 

things belong to the wise. 

Diogenes of Sinopis
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In the 6th century B.C Pythagoras was 
born. Legend has it that like Jesus, 
Pythagoras was born in Syria through 
an immaculate conception. His heigh 
exceeded six-feet in height, his body 
was that of a demigod incarnate, and his 
countenance matched his great wisdom. 
He sojourned and studied at the feet of 
many masters from which he was initiated 
into the Chaldean, Brahmin, Egyptian, 
Jewish, Babylonian, and Eleusinian 
Mysteries9. A school was later established 
in Crotona by the sage for only those who 

were familiar with the studies of arithmetic, astronomy, music, and geometry. 
Early practicing Pythagoreans lived by strict rules of diet, clothing, and actions 
in a closed secret community comparable to other ascetic cultures. Each form of 
study was used for mystical purposed only disclosed to Pythagoras' most adept 
students. His teachings remain a foundation for Freemasonry.

Several Nag Hammadi scriptures contain sacred geometric numbers correlating 
with Pythagorean thought systems—because even to them mathematics was a 
divine science. From Pythagoras derives the concept of the Monad, or the One 
that is Everything, as well as the Trinity of which the Bible, the Nag Hammadi 
library, and many other religious texts are also congruent— from One emanated 
Two, then Three, etc (as seen in the symbolic image of the Tetractys).  Among 
other beliefs, he taught everything in nature had a three-fold existence, also that 
man and the universe were made in the image of God—the understanding of one 
predicated the knowledge of the other, the very basis of Gnostic theology. 

Plato, existing some 200 years after Pythagoras, stood on the shoulders of the 
giants of thought before him. The Platonists defined God as “a Being that lives 
immortally by means of Himself alone, sufficing for His own blessedness, the 
eternal Essence, cause of His own goodness.”⁹ These words resonate so well with 
Hermetic beliefs that it is utmost apparent the secret teachings of the Egyptian 
priests so resonated with the Greek philosophers that they sought to inherit and 
teach this knowledge within their own systems of thought. 

Pythagoreanism, Neoplatonism and Gnosticism

The Tetractys is a logo representative of 
Pythagorean idealogy.
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Neoplatonism began as a religious philosophical movement with Plotinus (204-
269 AD). It combined concepts from Plato, Aristotle, Pythagoras, Stoicism, as 
well as Eastern mysticism. Neoplatonism spread into pagan Europe where it was 
successful, even drawing in some of the early church authors. It had influenced 
countless religions like Islam, Sufism, Kabbalism, Byzantine education, and even 
Gnosticism. 

A monotheistic faith blended with philosophy and geometry, the Neoplatonist’s 
believed all existence emanated from a single ineffable, unknowable, and yet 
all encompassing source. From this source emanated the Nous, or intellect, 
a perfect image of the source and also fabricator of lesser beings, and so on. 
“Neo-Platonism was concerned almost exclusively with the problems of higher 
metaphysics.”⁹ Credence was also given to ideas such as a world soul, illumined 
by the higher realms, but also in direct relation to the physical. 

The Architect:
The concept of the architect originated from 
Platonic thought, the term Demiurgus was 
later coined by Gnostics. The term comes to 
mean “creator” or “fashioner” and was first 
spoken of in Plato’s Timaeus as a benevolent 
entity. However, according to Gnosticism, 
Manicheasm, and many of the mystery schools, 
because the universe was created out of Chaos 
it remains imperfect and so ultimately it is 
an emanation, or casting out, from a perfect 
ineffable Monad of creation.

The ruler of the physical realm is an 
overarching character in the Nag Hammadi. 
In some scriptures he himself is foolish, 
makes mistakes, and is maliciously jealous 
of humanity and constantly seeking to keep 
mankind in darkness. In other instances he is 
simply a large cog in Gods created cosmology, 
acting not out of malice but instead to create 
order from chaos. In most mentions he is 
a copy of God, creating order and fashioning the material universe using the 
heavens as inspiration. “The Gnostics were divided in their opinions concerning 
the Demiurgus,” Hall says “One group of the Gnostics was of the opinion that the 
Demiurgus was the cause of all misery and was an evil creature, who by building 
this lower world had separated the souls of men from truth by encasing them in 
mortal vehicles.”⁹

Many stones, metals, rings, and 
coins depicting Abraxas (one of the 
innumerable names attributed to the 
demiurge) were in circulation in the 
ancient world. They contained engravings 
with Greek, Egyptian, Gnostic, Persian, 
and Jewish deities.  His rooster head 
represents foresight and vigilance, the 
two arms hold the symbols of Sophia and 
Dynamis: the shield of Wisdom and the 
whip of Power. (Hall) 
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While others believed the chief archon 
was Jehovah, or YHWH, divinely 
inspired and acting out of benevolence.  
Alternative names include Saklas (the 
foolish one), Samael (blind God), 
Yaldabaoth (son of chaos), Ariel (lion of 
God in Hebrew), and Nebro (rebel). “The 
Gnostics divided humanity into three 
parts: those who, as savages, worshipped 
only the visible Nature; those who, like 
the Jews, worshiped the Demiurgus; and 
lastly, themselves, or others of a similar 
cult, including certain sects of Christians, 
who worshiped Nous (Christ) and the 
true spiritual light of the higher Aeons.”

Within the Gospel of Judas, twelve angels 
are created to rule over chaos and the 
underworld. From a cloud appears an 
architect who’s face is ablaze with fire 
and fouled in blood. In some scriptures 
he creates six angels, and as a collective 

produce their own six rulers in all producing twelve, each receiving “a share in 
the heavens.” A material monotheism, within are themes of polytheism, higher 
and lower dimensions of creation of which contain their own hierarchies beings. 
Other ascetic religions shared the idea of a malicious creator of the physical. 
Manichaeism, Valentianism, and even the Cathars hold that the creator of the 
world ‘Satanael’ usurped the name of God, created, and rules over the physical.

“..for I the Lord 
thy God am a 
jealous God,” 

(KJV, Deut. 5:7)

The church would later brand Abraxas a demon 
of the Basilidians. 
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Platos Allegory of the Cave:
Plato begins a dialogue describing people who were born in a cave chained to a 
stone wall. They cannot look around at each other nor themselves, but are forced 
to face one direction. There is a fire behind them, between the two are people 
casting shadows of puppets and objects onto the wall. Each shadow and sound 
the prisoners give name to. This is the reality for these individuals who do not 
know they are prisoners and that their reality extends much further than they 
can comprehend. 

The Philopsher further explains that if one prisoner were freed, and having 
ascended the descent of the cave, they would see the true light from the Sun and 
it would hurt their eyes, their perception of reality would change. This prisoner 
would then hastily return to the shadowy cave. Plato then goes on to suggest that 
if someone were to forcibly drag a prisoner up from the steep ascent of the cave 
out to the real world, the prisoner would be angry, blind, and in pain. His eyes 
would finally adjust to the outside world, the blurry shadows becoming, people, 
trees, bodies of water. He then would lay sight on things in the water, the stars, 
the moon, and finally he would eventually be able to look at the sun directly. 

This newly awakened prisoner would now believe this world to be superior to 
the cave world. He would take pity on his once fellow prisoners and would try to 
the free them. The journey back into the dark cave would again blind the freed 
prisoner, who now haas gornw accustomed to the light, whereas those chained to 
the wall would see that he had been harmed exiting the cave, and so they would 
kill or harm anyone who would try to the free them and bring them up to the 
outside world. 
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There are many metaphors for the dialogue. Reference to the physical reality, our 
limited sense perception, ignorance, truth, and our relationship with darkness 
and light. Few prisoners escape the cave, as it is a difficult task to free oneself 
from bondage. The true philosopher, in this case, would be able to escape the 
cave into the outside world. Most of humanity, existing at the bottom of the cave, 
is entertained by artists and celebrities who wield the puppets near the fire. They 
exist at a slightly higher plane of existence, but more importantly they continue 
the cycle of illusion.   

Plato believed that there was an ineffable source of creation, all knowing, 
powerful, and from which everything else emanates. He believed in a returning 
to this source, pre-existences, and immortality of the soul. Plato also believed 
that our souls possessed ‘lower’ and ‘higher’ irrational and rational minds; 
consciousness vs. subconscious.  
The Neoplatonist’s and Gnostics both believed that this one source created a 
perfect image of itself to create, organize, and rule over the material world. This 
‘Demiurge’, later dubbed by the Gnostic scriptures, is pure intellect and is cast 
out by the source (or God) to manifest the ideal world. Similar to how Satan 
(Adversary in Hebrew) was cast out of heaven and by which the New Testament 
claiming he has been given dominion over the Earth. 
Some, if not most, of the Gnostic writings contain a negative image of both the 
demiurge and of their own incarnate existence. They perceived Earthly existence 
as a form of imprisonment, that life was a descent into a lower world before 
ascending back to a higher, or even descending further downward.

What we know is a drop, what 
we don't know is an ocean.

— Sir Isaac Newton
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Gnosticism Within the Bible: The Hidden 
Religion
Although the canonical gospels include none of the Nag Hammadi scriptures 
(aside from lines shared with the Gospel of Thomas), the parables Jesus 
communicates with are in fact esoteric references to gnostic themes. Examples 
include the bridegroom and spiritual asexual state of existence (Thomas 36:3-
4) “The notion that humans will return to the the primordial state of sexual 
non-differentiation when they put off the body (their clothes) is congenial to the 
developing gnostic trend.”⁴ To the Gnostics, Jesus Christ was the personification 
of Nous, the Divine Mind, who entered a person named Simon, the Cyrenian, 
who offered his life. Jesus, as Nous, entered the body of man at the baptism 
and left before the death of the body, because the divine Nous could not suffer 
death. “The Gnostics divided humanity into three parts: those who, as savages, 
worshipped only the visible Nature; those who, like the Jews, worshiped the 
Demiurgus; and lastly, themselves, or others of a similar cult, including certain 
sects of Christians, who worshiped Nous (Christ) and the true spiritual light of 
the higher Aeons.”⁹

It is my understanding that some Gnostics, and even Hermeticists, foresaw the 
institution of the Roman Church becoming a great enemy that would eventually 
eradicate them. In the Nag Hammadi scriptures there are several premonitions 
from Christ himself forewarning of a time where they will use and abuse his 
name and "hold on to the name of a dead man."

"And they also praise people who praise this falsehood, people 
will come after you. They will hold on to the name of a dead 
man, thinking that in this way they will become pure, but 
instead they will become more and more defiled. They will fall 
into a name of error and into the hand of an evil deceiver with 
complicated doctrines, and they will be dominated by heresy.

Some of them will blaspheme the truth and proclaim evil 
teachings, and they will speak evil against each other. Some of 
them will give themselves a name, for they stand in the power 
of the rulers.”

-The Revelation of Peter - Some First Follow the True Savior, but Then Turn 
Away to Worship a Dead Man
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It is widely understood among those familiar with the occult that the Pagan 
societies survived the Church by absorbing into the patriarchal order with its 
symbolism and metaphors.  “Many of the theories of the ancient Gnostics, 
especially those concerning scientific subjects, have been substantiated by 
modern research…Even today there are evidences of Gnostic philosophy in the 
modern world, but they bear other names and their true origin is not suspected. 
Many of the Gnostic concepts have actually been incorporated into the dogmas 
of the Christian Church, and our newer interpretations of Christianity are 
often along the lines of Gnostic emanations.”⁹ Jesus’ publicly ministries were 
themselves filled with allegories and parables understood by few, even his own 
disciples struggled to comprehend.   

At the time Christianity had made its way to Rome, there were several cultural 
celebrations and festivals that were very difficult to distinguishable from one 
another. Meetings occurred in private houses, catacombs and crypts. The 
drinks consumed at such banquets would be hardly recognizable today as they 
contained psychedelic herbs and plants that would inebriate even the most 
professed alcoholic. Unconventional to our own perception of modern wine, 
which has many unnatural additives, our ancestors used plants such as opium, 
henbane, and black nightshade.10 In his book The Immortality Key author Brian 
Muraresku investigates the original Eucharist but discoversample evidence for 
the pagan hypothesis theory: 

Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my 
flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise them 
up at the last day. For my flesh is the True Food and my blood 
is the True Drink. Whoever eats my flea and drinks my blood 
remains in me, and I in them.
 [John 6:53-56]

Eating and drinking the God to become the God is not a new concept to 
Christianity, nor the ancient world. Sir James George Frazer, author of The 
Golden Bough, was among the first to suggest that this phrase of theophagy was 
one of the “unoriginal relics of a dark pagan past.” He continues “The flesh and 
blood of dead men are commonly eaten and drunk to inspire bravery, wisdom, 
or other qualities for which the men themselves were remarkable…It is now easy 
to understand why a savage should desire to partake of the flesh of an animal 
or man whom he regards as divine. By eating the body of the god he shares in 
the god’s attributes and powers. And when the god is a corn-god, the corn is his 
proper body; when he is a vine-god, the juice of the grape is his blood; and so by 
eating the bread and drinking the wine the worshipper partakes of the real body 
and blood of his god.”10
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The crown of thorns and purple cloak presented 
to Jesus by Pilate are symbols taken from the 
Bacchae and Dionysus. Then came Jesus forth, 
wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. 
And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man! [John 
19:5] “In the Bacchae, the pointy crown fashioned 
from the fruit of nature is the definitive way of 
identifying the God of Ecstasy and his disciples. 
In the Greek art Dionysus himself is frequently 
seen wearing such crown, along with his 
trademark purple cloak.”10 Let us also not forget 
the legend of Marsyas, the satyr that challenged 
Apollo to a flute contest. As a result of losing, he 
was flayed alive, having his shaggy hide turned 
into a wineskin. It was speculated by Philostratus 
that Marsyas sacrificed himself that we may live.10

Among other borrowed ideas include the wine miracle 
at Cana. “By making Jesus’ first miracle a wine miracle, 
the Gospel of John undoubtedly tried to establish Jesus as 
the newer Dionysus, turning Cana into the new Elis and 
Andros: the place where miracles happen.”10 Legend holds 
that Dionysus was born in Scythopolis or Nysus, hence the 
meaning of the Gods name Dio, the God, and Nysus, from 
Nysa. The birthplace of Dionysus, God of ecstasy and wine, is 
an eight hour walk from Nazareth, the hometown of Christ. 
The region of Galilee itself was a prominent commercial 
center for wine in the classical world. Depictions of pagan 
iconography can be found in a 2nd century Roman mansion 
named the 'Dionysus House' located roughly 8 miles from 
Nazareth. Images of "ritual inebriation" and drinking 
contests between Dionysus and Herakles are among those 
discovered. 10 The Bacchic and Dionysiac Rites were based 
on similar allegories as Christ. The Bacchic Rite is centers 
around the young Bacchus (the Roman Dionysus) who, after 
being tricked to look into a mirror by the Titans, becomes 
fascinated by his image and while distracted is torn to pieces 
and consumed by the twelve Titans. Jupiter, father of Bacchus, 
hurls a thunderbolt at the Titans incinerating them and 
consequently creating humanity. The Titans represent the 
Archons, or the Zodiac, which in this case the Demiurge, 
represented as Bacchus’ father Jupiter, destroys them. The Demiurge represents 
the third creative power in the Creative Triad, the Lord of Death for he presides 
over ‘being.’ Bacchus represents the Sun, being dismembered by the Zodiac and 
whose body the universe is formed.

Maryas the hanged 
man, Louvre. 

Jesus presented in crown of thorns 
and purple cloak. 
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The sun has been worshipped 
throughout all cultures permeating 
time immemorial, typically as 
the creative power of the world. 
Throughout the day the Trinity was 
represented by the rising, midday, 
and setting sun. Balder, the beautiful 
youthful son of Odin, represented the 
sun just as Jesus. “In his Exhortation 
to the Greeks, even Clement of 
Alexandria refers to Jesus as the “sun 
of righteousness,” who “rides over 
the universe” to banish darkness 
and death.” (Muraresku, 303) Christ, 
the universal redeemer was always 
the personification of the Sun since 
the beginning. Hall further adds 
“..those who chronicled the life and 
acts of Jesus found it advisable to 
metamorphose him into a solar deity. The historical Jesus was forgotten…” 
It is by no accident we celebrate the birth of Christ at the birth of the sun on 
December 25th, also known as Sol Inivuts to the Romans the celebration derives 
from Persian Mithraism (also the Vedic Mitra), of whom was also born in a 
grotto. Tales of a sun god with blue eyes, white robes, golden blonde flowing 
hair, holding the Lamb of God derive from pagan antiquity, as do the death and 
rebirth of gods.

“The entire history of Christian and pagan Gnosticism is 
shrouded in the deepest mystery and obscurity; for, while 
the Gnostics were undoubtedly prolific writers, little of their 
literature has survived. They brought down upon themselves 
the animosity of the early Christian Church, and when this 
institution reached its position of world power it destroyed all 
available records of the Gnostic cultus…The members of the 
order claimed to be familiar with the secret doctrines of early 
Christianity..Their secret information and philosophic tenets 
they concealed from the profane and taught to a small group 
only of especially initiated persons.”9

One of the oldest Christian mosaics discovered at 
the Tomb of the Julii in Rome depicts Jesus as the 
"Cristo-Sole," the “Sun of Justice”or the "New Light" 
but can also be in reference to Sol Invicuts, the 
Roman Unconquerable Sun. 
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Female Leadership in Pagan Mystery 
Religions
In most recorded histories, women were 
beneath men in society. They could not own 
a business, property, could not divorce, and 
were mostly submissive to their husbands 
or any male role in a given society. Even in 
Judea while Christ lived, women were treated 
unjustly compared to their male counterparts. 
If a married man had sexual relations with 
an unmarried, unbetrothed woman, he was 
not guilty of adultery; however if the same 
act of defilement came from a married 
woman, she was stoned to death. Further, 
a woman’s chastity was treated as property 
by the father, or male family figure. Women 
who did not bleed during consummation on 
their wedding were also possible subjects to 
death by stoning. If there were no solid proof 
of her sexual deeds, they were required to drink the water of bitterness in the 
presence of a priest. If the Lord struck her ‘genitals’ then she would have a painful 
unitary tract infection, and thus falling under the Lords curse of adultery (Num. 
5:12-31) “Basically, by 500 BC and thereafter all the way through Rome, women 
are second-class citizens. They have no right to vote. They have no real voice in 
anything beyond the household.  They are essentially outside of the society.”11 
(Sean Stone, filmmaker, host of Buzzsaw)

However there are biblical accounts of women being justly defended. As Jesus 
did not condemn the adulteress by uttering the famous lines “Let him among 
you who is without sin cast the first stone at her,” so too did Daniel act when two 
men raped Susanna while she bathed in her garden. Daniel defended her against 
the accusations of adultery and the two respected elders were stoned to death 
instead (Dan. 13). In ancient Egypt, women were on equal standing with men. 
They could own businesses, divorce their husbands, and were even obligated 
to be songstresses for the temples. Although they could not hold positions as 
rulers, there are accounts of a few women Egyptian leaders . In fact, the further 
back from the creation of the institutional Church you look, there are brilliant 
female stars that surpass men and excel as far as they are allowed. Artemis of 
Persia,  Admiral to King Xerxes’ fleet. Mary the Jewess, prophet and inventor 
of apparatus’ used in chemistry. The Amazonian warriors spoken of in ancient 
Greece. Hypatia, genius neoplatonic philosopher beaten and flayed at the hands 
of illiterate men.

Hypatia of Alexandria, was preceded by 
Pandrosion, also a female mathematician. 
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Within Gnostic literature, the divine feminine plays an important role in 
creation. In Sethian treaties, Adam is saved by Zoe, or Eve as the representative 
of Life and the feminine Enlightened Insight. Sophia of Jesus Christ is a gnostic 
treatise in the form of a revelation of the risen redeemer to the twelve male 
disciples and seven women. In Valentianism women were also considered to have 
somewhat equal standing with men. A most interesting gospel within the Nag 
Hammadi library includes The Gospel of Mary. In this account of her time with 
Jesus, Mary is portrayed as one of the most spiritually endowed of the apostles. 
“Peter said to Mary, “Sister, we know that the Savior loved you more than all 
other women. Tell us the words of the Savior that you remember, the things you 
know that we don’t because we haven’t heard them. Mary responded, “I will 
teach you about what is hidden from you.” After her revelation the male disciples 
question her “Andrew responded, addressing the brothers and sisters, “Say 
what you will about the things she has said, but I do not believe that the Savior 
said these things, for indeed these teachings are strange ideas. Peter responded, 
bringing up similar concerns. He questioned them about the Savior, “Did he, 
then, speak with a woman in private without our knowing about it? Are we to 
turn around and listen to her? Did he choose her over us?” Levi then chastises 
Peter for always being a wrathful person and reiterates Jesus’ especial love for 
Mary. (The Gospel of Mary, 10-19)

 In one instance, the apostle Peter portrays his envy for Mary: “Simon Peter said 
to them, “Mary should leave us, for females are not worthy of life.” Jesus said, 
"Look, I shall guide her to make her male, so that she too may become a living 
spirit resembling you males.” Also in the Gospel of Thomas Jesus states “For 
every female who makes herself male will enter heaven's kingdom.” (Thomas 
114) Again in the First Revelation of James, James questions the 7 women who 
have become Jesus’ disciples. He wonders how “powerless vessels have become 
strong through the perception within them?” It seems a few of the male disciples 
questioned the ability of women to reach gnosis, as they were perceived to have 
weaker physical bodies than men. 

Mary Magdalene was also the only one who Jesus appeared to post mortem in 
the Gospel of John. “In her own Gospel, Mary is presented as the disciple whom 
Jesus “loved” more than any other, and with whom Jesus shared hidden teachings 
and techniques that were intentionally withheld from his male followers. It is 
Mary who receives personal instructions from Jesus in vivid hallucinations.”10 
Even during the early church under Paul women lead the local churches all 
throughout the classical world. “Whenever Christianity spread women were 
leaders of house churches,” says Karen Jo Torjesen, author of When Women 
Were Priests. “Two [of the] most important people, John the Baptist and Mary 
Magdalene, are basically given very minor roles in the Bible. And now we know 
why, because we have the patriarchal system that takes away the concept of 
the matriarchal being the most important part of initiation.”11 (Freddy Silva, 
alternative history researcher). 
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In ancient Pagan societies women were often the sole members. “The Mysteries 
were always the women’s domain. At first, as a matter of fact, women were the 
only ones who were eligible for initiation.” 10 Carl Ruck, co-author of The Road 
to Eleusis: Unveiling the Secret of the Mysteries (Authored by R. Gordon Wasson, 
JP Morgan Banker turned amateur mushroom hunter and co-authored with 
famed LCD chemist Albert Hoffman), concluded that part of the early Church’s 
campaign of persecution against the mystery schools was to exclude women 
entirely from positions of leadership. The women witches of Dionysus, the Greek 
pagan banquet known as the agape (or “love feast”), and the female companions 
of the early church who prepared the Eucharist and other sacraments were “likely 
indistinguishable” at the early stages of Christianity, for these female witches 
proceeded the fraternal priests. “…if the crackdowns on the Bacchanalia in 186 
BC had taught the priests and bishops anything, it was that women and their 
sacrament were the single greatest threat to law and order. Containment was not 
only possible. It was mandatory.”10 

In the middle of the 1st century, St. Paul rebukes a fellow church of women for 
improperly making the Eucharist. Some of those taking part in the sacrament 
are falling ill, and even dying. “This is clearly not the ordinary eating,” Carl Ruck 
states “for many of them have fallen sick from taking the sacrament incorrectly, 
and some have even died, as if it could be a poison.” At the time Gnosticism 
coexisted with the early church, Marcus, a student of Valentinus (one of the 
famed gnostic fathers), was a notorious drug man. “At Marcus’s Mass, women 
were invited to perform their own solemn consecration of the holy wine.” 10 
Ample evidence indicates women were not only the gatherers of the ingredients, 
but would make the sacred Eucharist as co-hosts of the early church.

The famed Eleusinian Mysteries 
are centered around the Hymn to 
Demeter, Goddess of the Grain 
and fertility of the Earth. After her 
daughter Persephone is kidnapped 
by Hades/Pluto, Demeter searches 
to no avail. Stopping in Eleusis 
hopeless, her sadness brings a 
withering famine to the land. Zeus, 
seeing the disaster caves in to her 
demands and orders his brother 
to release Persephone. Hades lets 
her go, but not before forcing a 
magical pomegranate seed down 
her throat—a spell that forces her to 
return to the underworld 1/3 of the 
year. An etiological reference to the seasons. 

Demeter & daughter Persephone holding what appear 
to be mushrooms, possibly Ergot.
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In the Eleusinian 
Rites, as well as other 
mystery schools, 
women were the 
only initiates. Other 
female oracles include 
those at Delphi  and 
the three Pythias. In 
the Iliad, Circe is the 
famed sorceress who 
turns Odysseus’ men 
into swine through 
drugs and spells. 
In fact, the written 

recipe is possibly derived from an ancient Vedic ceremony. The “drugged” beers 
and wines used in these celebrations were also performed in ancient Egypt and 
among the Sumerians, of whom women were also the brewers. Initiates would 
enter an out of body state of conscious, an induced near death experience 
“where you took a narcotic, almost like a poison,” Says Freddy Silva.11 Back in 
those days the women had the highest level of initiation and the responsibility 
of watching over the initiate while they have this transcendental experience. 
“They were called the “bees” or the “watchtower,” the “flock,” which is actually 
Mary Magdalen’s name, “Migdal-Eder,” the “watchtower of the flock.”11 Rituals 
“by women for women” date as far back as the Upper Paleolithic.10 The feminine 
identity played a large role surrounding many of the myths such as that of the 
immaculate conception and the grieving mother known as Mater Dolorosa, 
representing the reunification of the mother and lost child (Jesus & Mary; 
Persephone & Demeter).

Muraresku concludes that women leadership 
was a common occurrence prior to the early 
Church.  “Specifically Greek-speaking women 
with pharmacological expertise, who may 
have used the portrayal of Mary Magdalene 
in both the Gospel of John and the Gnostic 
texts to justify their leading role in the newest 
mystery cult…After Jesus there were many 
women who dominated the house churches 
and catacombs that defined the faith, offering 
a safe haven for the old Greek sacrament 
that needed shelter from the wilderness. The 
witches of Persephone, who were the primary missionaries of the Phocaeans’ 
secret cult, had every incentive to both influence, and in some cases even 
becomes, the witches of Christianity. Their sister witches of Dionysus, all across 
Magna Graecia, where in the same boat.”10

A recently discovered paleo-Christian tomb known as the Hypogeum 
of the Aurelii Family. A scene much reminiscent of Homer's Illiad which 
features what appears to be Circe with loom and host of farm animals 
suspected to be the men she had morphed into beasts through her 
notorious potion.  
Credit: romapedia.blogspot.com

An artist depiction of women mixing herbal 
ingredients into wine, taken from a Greek 
vase in the Louvre Museum.
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By the middle ages, the Church had 
become a monster of persecutions, 
power, and conquest like a despot 
of their own creation. The atrocities 
committed by the early catholic church 
cannot be fully understood without 
having all of the existent historical 
documentation, which the Vatican has 
kept under lock and key for hundreds 
of years. 

In 1387 witches were making potions 
from “the emissions of a large toad 
and the ashes of burned hairs.” Certain 
poisonous toads are known to contain 
DMT (5- HO - DMT) “Physically 
these women may not have gone 
anywhere. But spiritually they went 
everywhere.” In 1426 the Vatican 
issued an edict to arrest any “dog-faced 

old woman” who was suspected of being a witch, and if you failed to report a 
witch you yourself would be charged by the Church. These witch hunts would 
continue for another 300 years. To avoid such persecutions some witches joined 
and greatly influenced the “Women of Salerno,” one of the first medical schools 
to accept women located just South of Pompeii.

During the 1420’s nocturnal Sabbat’s were being held all across Italy. Muraresku 
details a scene, citing quotes from Carlo Ginzburg author of Ecstasies: 
Deciphering the Witches’ Sabbath:

“At the center of these diabolic “companies,” stretching from the Alps to Sicily, 
were encounters with otherworldly characters known as the “ladies from 
the outside” (donas de fuera), who had cat paws or horse hooves instead of 
human hands and feet. Italian women young and old were said to fly through 
the night on billy goats with these “mysterious female beings,” in order “to 
banquet in remote castles or on meadows. The witches of Italy were known to 
make a pilgrimage to a legendary walnut tree in the town of Benevento. This 
walnut tree was sacred to the goddess Artemis. “They would link arms with 
a pack of Dionysian satyrs…and they would pay homage to a female divin-
ity who went by many names: the Matron, the Teacher, the Wise Sibilla, the 
Queen of the Fairies.”10

Medieval representation of witches found in the 
Champion of the Ladies manuscript.  
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The church mostly ignored these pagan women known widely as folk healers 
rather than witches, not to mention these events occurred during the crusades 
and wars with the Cathars. But when the Eucharist became involved then the 
church acted swiftly and without remorse.  Giordano Bruno, a Dominican monk 
born in Nola 1578 (then the kingdom of Naples in Magna Graecia), wrote a 
book titled the Heroic Enthusiasts about nine blind men in search of a cure—the 
beatific vision. They travel to Mt. Cicero, abode to the great witch Circe, whom 
they ask to brew up a remedy with her plants, charms, and drugs. Giordano was 
ultimately denied the right to live after stating that there existed multiple earths 
orbiting multiple suns across an infinite universe. He was imprisoned for 7 years 
and on Ash Wednesday he was hung upside down naked, burned at the stake, 
and his ashes were thrown into the Tiber (Ancient Roman practice of desecrating 
the memory and ghost of someone; that they may never rest in the afterlife). “By 
the Renaissance the Latin term that Bruno used for the Greek pharmakon was 
especially associated with the kind of witch, sorceress, or medicine woman, the 
venefica, whom the Inquisition was targeting for their forbidden knowledge of 
psychotropic substances.”10

The Church’s pharmacologist Andres 
Laguna attested the use of hemlock, 
black nightshade, henbane, and 
mandrake as ingredients used for 
witches “to lather on their bodies 
and broomsticks to carry them off 
to satanic meetings in the woods.” A 
confiscation of a witches property is 
documented in the Vaticans archive, 
detailing these very ingredients. Early 
comments suggest that they knew the 
witches never really went anywhere 
but rather the “devil enters them and 
deprives them of sense, and they fall 
as dead and cold.” It is even recorded 
that when one test dummy used the 
witches ointment for insomnia she fell 
unconscious  and did not awaken until 
36 hours later stating “why did you 
wake me at such an inopportune time? 
I was surrounded by all he delights of 
the world.”10

Bewitched Groom woodcut by Hans Baldung 
Grien. Note the forked pole, used to hold a 
cauldron over a fire. A subtle nod to the witches 
potions and ointments. 
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Just three years before Bruno’s 
imprisonment, a renowned witch named 
Lucretia was captured. 39 accusers came 
forward, detailing her apothecary of herbs, 
incense and lizards. Only 30 years after 
the execution of Bruno the church began 
to target another group of heathens in 
the new world. In his own words, Ruiz de 
Alarcon reported detailed accounts of the 
Aztecs whom used a species of Morning 
Glory (Ipomoea), known to contain the 
LSD alkaloid also found in ergot. “By 
drinking it, they consult it like an oracle 
for everything whatever that they want to 
know, even those things which are beyond 
human understanding,” Alarcon stated in 
his Treatise on the Heathen Superstitions: 
That Today Live Among the Indians Native 
to This New Spain. The Spanish Catholic 
Church then confiscated and burned all of 
their sacraments in front of them.  

Brian Muraresku’s research through the Vatican archives lead him to see only 
a fraction of the evidence of the Church’s atrocious violent campaigns against 
anyone they deemed a heretic. “I clicked through a fraction of the evidence of an 
extended campaign that would execute at least forty-five thousand witches and 
torture, imprison, or exile countless more across the world…One of the Church’s 
more sinister tactics came to light. It wasn’t just trying to rid Christendom of 
folk healers. It was trying to erase a system of knowledge that had survived for 
centuries in the shadows…The Vatican waged a profound psychological war on 
women.”10 The Roman state viewed these women with psychedelic sacraments 
as a great threat to the status quo. The early cults were persecuted through the 
law, but the late Church found another way to undermine women through one 
of the oldest tales of mankind: the story of Adam and Eve. By shifting the blame 
of humanities original sin to the woman, the church was able to uplift man, and 
only man, to his present day patriarchy. 

"There clearly was a time in remote antiquity 
when the feminine, the female, was regarded as 
the single most important aspect of humanity." 

- Graham Hancock

The Witches a woodcut by Hans Baldung 
1510. Again we see the fork, women riding 
billy goats, and old hags mixing the very 
concoction enabling flight.
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